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The Jewish Week Guide to 
Ranked Choice Voting — with 
Bagels
Poppy, sesame or plain? We asked readers, and the 
results help explain NYC’s new way of picking a 
mayor.
By Andrew Silow-Carroll

The everything bagel ruined everything.

In order to help our readers understand ranked choice voting (RCV), which 
will be used in next week’s NYC elections, we asked them to rank their favorite 
bagels in an online poll.

In ranked choice voting, voters do the same thing: rank candidates in order 
of their preference. If a candidate wins 50% of first choice votes, they win. If 
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not, counting goes to another round, only this time the 
lowest-performing candidate is eliminated; if your favor-
ite. candidate is eliminated, your vote goes to the next 
highest ranked candidate on your ballot, until someone 
crosses the 50 percent threshold.

Using the bagel analogy: If you really wanted sesame 
but the shop ran out, what would be your next choice, 
and your choice after that? Of course, you could decide 
that if they don’t have sesame, you’d rather not have a 
bagel, but that’s not how elections work: Somebody has 
to win.

The advantage of ranked choice voting is that it gives 
you more say in bagel flavors — that is, who gets elect-
ed. “Even if your top choice candidate does not win, you 
can still help choose who does,” according to a helpful 
explainer by NYC Votes.

By contrast, in the typical “plurality winner” system with 
multiple candidates, a candidate can win with a minority 
of votes — even if the plurality leader is unacceptable to 
the majority. We’d all be stuck eating a cinnamon raisin 
bagel, let’s say, when the majority of us could have lived 
with our second or third choice —  the consensus “back-
up” choice.

In the first round of voting in the Jewish Week Bagel Bal-
lot, nearly 400 people voted. That means the winning 
bagel needed to cross a 195-vote threshold.

In an ideal demonstration, the race would have been close. 
But apparently, everyone loves a bagel with everything.

The winner: Everything, with 244 votes, followed by ses-
ame (65), plain (37), cinnamon raisin (a shocking 22) and 
poppy seed (21).

But just to give you an idea how RCV might have worked, 
we experimented with a subsequent “round.” In round 
two, poppyseed finished dead last with only 21 votes, 
so we distributed those voters’ second-place choices 
among the remaining candidates.

As a result, cinnamon raisin gained 3 votes, plain picked 
up 4, sesame got 8 and everything got 6 (3+4+8+6=21). 
It didn’t change the outcome, but it suggested that at 
the very least, six more voters had a say in picking the 
winner. And if the race were close, more people would 
have been satisfied — or at least less disappointed — in 
the outcome.

On Tuesday, June 15, 2021, Yeshivat Maharat ordained 
six extraordinary Orthodox women in their 9th annual 

Semikha ceremony.

CORE SEMIKHA

ADVANCED KOLLEL: EXECUTIVE ORDINATION

Tanya Farber

Lisa Schlaff

Dr. Elizabeth Shayne

Dr. Lindsey 
Taylor-Guthartz

Yael Smooha

Dr. Wendy Zierler

Watch the Semikha Ceremony at
www.wizevents.com/yeshivatmaharat2021/?id=5709

www.yeshivatmaharat.org

6 
MORE ORTHODOX WOMEN RECEIVING SEMIKHA

43 
WOMEN ALREADY LEADING COMMUNITIES

49 
WOMEN SERVING AS RABBIS, EDUCATORS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS, 
CHAPLAINS, AND INNOVATORS ACROSS NORTH AMERICA, ISRAEL, 

EUROPE, AND AUSTRALIA
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As Rob Richie, president and CEO of FairVote, told Vox: 
“Fundamentally, what a ranked-choice ballot as we pro-
pose it does is give a voter a backup to their first choice. 
From that, it creates really positive incentives for how 
candidates act and how voters act.”

For more on RCV, there are helpful primers from The 
New York Times and The Gothamist.

And for the history of the everything bagel, visit https://
www.atlasobscura.com/articles/who-invented-the-ev-
erything-bagel.

Where the NYC 
Mayoral Candidates 
Stand on Four Top 
Jewish Issues
A crowded field’s positions on BDS, 
hate crimes, travel to Israel and 
yeshiva schooling.
By Shira Hanau

Early voting is already underway, but the Democratic pri-
mary in New York is officially Tuesday, June 22.

The race for mayor is unusually crowded, and the polling 
has been inconclusive. Quality-of-life issues, especially 
the city’s recovery after the pandemic, have been fore-
most in the minds of voters and candidates. Economic 
recovery, homelessness, the return of mass transit and 
— following last summer’s protests — crime and policing 
are the most heavily debated issues.

These also appear to be the issues most important to 
most Jewish voters — conservatives, moderates and 
progressives. Still, there are a number of particular “Jew-
ish” issues that inform their choice. The Israel Boycott, 
known as BDS, is a marker of where a candidate stands 
on Israel, as is the candidate’s willingness to travel to the 
country despite calls from some progressives that they 
decline. The spike in antisemitic hate crimes — including 

the most recent wave — have Jews across the spectrum 
looking for answers.

Meanwhile, haredi Orthodox voters are looking care-
fully at where candidates stand on city oversight of 
yeshiva education. State law requires that nonpublic 
schools offer students a basic education in secular 
subjects that is “substantially equivalent” to what pub-
lic schools offer. Orthodox leaders see state monitor-
ing of their curricula as interference in their religious 
rights, and look favorably on candidates who take a 
hands-off approach.

With the state’s Board of Regents expected release re-
vised regulations by the end of the year, the issue is 
forefront in the minds of haredi educators and activists 
who say the schools are failing their students.

In April, The Jewish Week published the candidates 
responses on five other issues (https://jewishweek.
timesofisrael.com/where-the-nyc-mayoral-candidates-
stand-on-six-jewish-issues).

To help you become better informed, here’s a guide to 
where the current leading candidates stand on key “Jew-
ish issues.”

ERIC ADAMS, BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT

Eric Adams, born in Brownsville and raised in South Ja-
maica, Queens, was elected Brooklyn Borough President in 
2013. Prior to that he served in the State Senate, represent-
ing sections of central and Brownstone Brooklyn, and is a 
former member of the NYPD.

BDS: Rejects it, telling the Forward in February, “I do not 
support the BDS movement.”

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: Would travel to Israel as mayor and 
touted his 2016 trip to Israel with NYPD representatives, 
“developing transatlantic partnerships in public safety 
and economic development.”

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: A campaign spokes-
person told JTA Adams believes “cultural sensitivity is 
how you meet educational standards.” Adams visited 
a Brooklyn yeshiva in March and praised the school’s 
academics but refused to tell JTA the name of the 
school. Adams has picked up the endorsement of a 
number of important haredi leaders, in part because 
his answer on this issue suggests he won’t make 
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equivalency a priority. 

HATE CRIMES: An Adams administration will have a 
zero tolerance policy toward hate crimes, and that in-
cludes anti-Semitic attacks, Adams told the Jewish Week 
in April. The former NYPD officer said he would direct 
more resources to the Office for the Prevention of Hate 
Crimes, including support for “rapid graffiti removal,” 
and expand anti-hate education in NYC schools.

Read Adams’ full response to the Jewish Week’s candi-
date questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.
com/where-eric-adams-stands-on-six-jewish-issues.

SHAUN DONOVAN

Shaun Donovan, who was born and raised in New York 
City and lives in Brooklyn, served as Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development in the Obama Cabinet. In 2014 
he became director of the U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget. Prior to joining the Obama Administration, he was 
commissioner of the New York City Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Development under Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, and served in the Clinton administration as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multi-family Housing at HUD 
and as acting FHA Commissioner. After studying housing in 
graduate school, he worked for the nonprofit Community 
Preservation Corporation in the Bronx.

BDS: Opposes BDS and supports a two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, according to the Forward.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: Hasn’t traveled to Israel before but 
is open to it.

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: Donovan told the 
Forward in February he would “appoint people knowl-
edgeable about the communities and traditions of these 
schools as well as about high-quality instruction and 
New York standards to handle the city’s role in ensuring 
state standards are met.” He added: “Where the law is 
not being met, there should be consequences.”

HATE CRIMES: Believes there are areas of the NYPD’s 
responsibilities that need to be “reimagined,” but “the 
mitigation of hate crimes is not one of them.” Wants to 
reduce police responsibility for issues like mental health 
and homelessness so they can focus on preventing and 
stopping violent crimes and getting guns off the street.

Read Donovan’s full response to the Jewish Week’s can-
didate questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofisra-
el.com/where-nyc-mayoral-candidate-shaun-donovan-
stands-on-six-jewish-issues.

KATHRYN GARCIA

Kathryn Garcia, who grew up and still lives in Park Slope, 
was appointed as the 43rd Sanitation Commissioner for 
New York City in 2014 by Mayor Bill de Blasio, and served as 
“COVID-19 emergency food czar” to the five boroughs at the 
start of the pandemic — stepping down to run for mayor. 
Previously, she served as Interim Chair and CEO of the New 
York City Housing Authority.

BDS: Is against BDS and hopes to expand “opportunities 
for economic partnerships and knowledge sharing” with 
Israel, especially on wastewater management, accord-
ing to the Forward.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: Would travel to Israel, if she leaves 
the country as mayor.

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: In an interview with 
Orthodox newspaper Hamodia in January, Garcia said 
she would not seek “to extend my jurisdiction beyond 
the public school” in enforcing secular education stan-
dards, but would “follow the law” if the state increased 
the mandated amount of secular studies required 
of private schools. And in an op-ed in the Forward in 
March, Garcia mentioned yeshivas without discuss-
ing enforcement. “The majority of our city’s parochial 
schools, including yeshivas, provide a strong education-
al foundation for children whose parents have chosen a 
non-traditional public school environment,” she wrote.

HATE CRIMES: Said leaders need to condemn hate and 
emphasized the need for reliable data on hate crimes. 
“We need to make sure that victims feel empowered to 
come forward, and that we are using trusted communi-
ty leaders to get the message out about reporting,” she 
told the Jewish Week. Garcia also wants to consolidate 
work on hate crimes that falls across several different 
city agencies.

Read Garcia’s full response to the Jewish Week’s candi-
date questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.
com/where-nyc-mayoral-candidate-kathryn-garcia-
stands-on-six-jewish-issues.
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DIANNE MORALES

Dianne Morales, a native of Bedford-Stuyvesant, is a for-
mer NYC public school teacher and the former executive 
director of The Door, where she launched a street outreach 
program on the Christopher St. Pier for homeless LGBTQ+ 
youth and established the strategic plan for what would be-
come Broome Street Academy, a public high school target-
ing homeless and foster care youth. Most recently she was 
executive director and CEO of Phipps Neighborhoods, the 
nonprofit developer of affordable housing.

BDS: When asked at a mayoral forum hosted by New 
York Jewish Agenda if she supported BDS, Morales did 
not answer with a yes or no but said she supports the 
rights of those who do support BDS and opposed efforts 
to criminalize BDS.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: In audio obtained by the Forward 
from remarks Morales made in December 2020, she 
referred to trips to Israel like the one run by the Jew-
ish Community Relations Council of New York, in which 
she participated in 2015, as “propaganda.” “I was not 
happy with my experience on that trip, to be frank, be-
cause I don’t think that we were given sort of honest and 
straightforward information,” she said. Morales did not 
say she would not travel to Israel again but did call Israel 
an “apartheid state.”

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: At the New York Jew-
ish Agenda mayoral forum in February, Morales did 
not directly answer the question of how or whether 
she would ensure every child receives a basic educa-
tion. “Ultimately the purpose of education should be 
to prepare all of our students, no matter what school 
they go to, whether it’s a yeshiva or not, to be able to 
be critical thinkers who are able to make meaning of 
the world around them and make informed decisions 
for themselves about the path they choose for them-
selves to pursue in their lives…That is what I believe all 
of our schools should be providing and equipping our 
students to do and that is the commitment that I make 
as mayor of new york city to ensure that is happening 
across every school,” Morales said.

HATE CRIMES: Plans to take funding away from the 
NYPD and reinvest that money in public services as a 
way to prevent crime. Morales would also increase fund-
ing to NYC’s Human Rights Commission. “The increase in 

hate crimes against the Jewish community and others is 
a symptom of the white supremacy in this country,” she 
told the Jewish Week.

Read Morales’ full response to the Jewish Week’s candi-
date questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.
com/where-nyc-mayoral-candidate-dianne-morales-
stands-on-six-jewish-issues.

RAY MCGUIRE

Ray McGuire served for 13 years as the head of global corpo-
rate and investment banking at Citigroup and as a member 
of the Citi Foundation Board, helping the firm improve the 
lives of people in low-income communities. He is a member 
of the board of the De La Salle Academy, an independent 
day school primarily serving gifted students, and served on 
the boards of the New York Presbyterian Hospital, the New 
York Public Library, the Whitney Museum and the Studio 
Museum in Harlem. He has also served on advisory boards 
for the Council of Urban Professionals, Sponsors for Educa-
tional Opportunities, Management Leadership for Tomor-
row and others throughout the city.

BDS: “I absolutely condemn BDS,” McGuire told the 
Forward.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: Said he would love to travel to Israel 
again and would prioritize supporting business relation-
ships between New York City and Israeli companies.

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: “I respect religious 
freedom, religious liberty. But I also respect the fact that 
we’re all citizens here, and so we need to have a relation-
ship between the religious leaders and the government 
leaders, and that relationship needs to strike a balance,” 
McGuire told Hamodia earlier this month.

HATE CRIMES: McGuire emphasized the need for bet-
ter data on hate crimes and encouraging victims of hate 
crimes to come forward and report them. “We must 
have enforcement, which is why I would preserve fund-
ing for the NYPD’s Hate Crime Task Force and expand 
resources to prosecute these prejudiced acts,” he told 
the Jewish Week.

Read McGuire’s full response to the Jewish Week’s candi-
date questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.
com/where-ray-mcguire-stands-on-six-jewish-issues.
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SCOTT STRINGER

Scott Stringer was elected City Comptroller in 2013. Raised 
in Upper Manhattan, he served as an aide to former As-
semblymember (and now U.S. Representative) Jerry Nadler 
and as a tenant organizer on the Upper West Side. He was 
elected to the State Assembly in 1992 and later served as 
Manhattan Borough President.

BDS: Opposes BDS but “would not attempt to limit any 
individual’s right to peaceful expression, regardless of 
whether I agree,” according to the Forward.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: The only Jewish candidate in the 
race, he took a trip there in 2016 and hopes to visit again.

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: “We’re not barnstorm-
ing into yeshivas. We’re going to work with the educa-
tion leader of the yeshiva,” Stringer told Hamodia when 
asked whether he would enforce state standards on 
secular education in yeshivas.

HATE CRIMES: Touted his work on expanding Holocaust 
education in NYC schools and said he would work with 
“community-led safety efforts to prevent incidents of 
harm.” Stringer also told the Jewish Week he would “sup-
port businesses and workers who are experiencing an 
additional financial burden of the rise in hate” and “work 
with experts in the restorative justice field to pioneer new 
approaches to repairing harm for survivors of hate.”

Read Stringer’s full response to the Jewish Week’s can-
didate questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofis-
rael.com/where-nyc-mayoral-candidate-scott-stringer-
stands-on-six-jewish-issues.

ANDREW YANG

BDS: Said his administration “will push back against the 
BDS movement, which singles out Israel for unfair eco-
nomic punishment,” according to the Forward.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: Would “happily” travel there as mayor.

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: Yang has consistent-
ly said he believes in protecting religious liberty when 
it comes to yeshiva oversight. “We should not be inter-
fering as long as the educational outcomes are good. 
But we need to be driven by the data,” he told the Or-
thodox newspaper Hamodia in March. That laissez faire 
approach put Yang in a close race with Adams for haredi 
Orthodox endorsements, as Jewish Insider reported. 

HATE CRIMES: Yang told Hamodia he would not defund 
the police and would station police officers in vulnerable 
communities to prevent hate crimes. He also cited the 
need to increase exposure to people of diverse back-
grounds in schools to teach kids to embrace differences.

Yang did not respond to the Jewish Week questionnaire.

MAYA WILEY

Maya Wiley, who lives in Brooklyn, served as Counsel to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio from 2014-2016. After leaving City 
Hall, she was chair of the Civilian Complaint Review Board, 
and co-chair of the School Diversity Task Force. At the New 
School, where she served as a University Professor, she 
founded the Digital Equity Laboratory on universal and in-
clusive broadband. She has had previous positions at the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund and the ACLU, 
and is a former legal analyst for NBC News and MSNBC. 
Wiley was also Senior Advisor on Race and Poverty at the 
Open Society Foundations, a funder of human rights work.

BDS: Doesn’t support BDS but believes people have the 
right to support BDS under the first amendment.

TRAVEL TO ISRAEL: Is not opposed to traveling to Israel. 
“I will certainly consider a trip to any country, including 
Israel if that will allow me to understand my constitu-
ents better,” she told the Forward.

SECULAR STUDIES AT YESHIVAS: In February, Wiley told 
the Forward she planned to “increase oversight” and 
“implement specific metrics” for yeshivas to meet the 
standards set by New York State and enforced by the 
city’s Department of Education. She said she would “en-
sure that investigations into schools that communities 
have identified as a concern are prioritized” and “would 
do so in a transparent and ethical manner that includes 
an open discussion with the school community.”

HATE CRIMES: Plans to move the Mayor’s Office of Hate 
Crimes into the New York City Commission on Human 
Rights and direct the office to create citywide curricula 
on hate. Wants to reduce some of the NYPD’s areas of 
responsibility so they can focus more on preventing and 
stopping hate crimes.

Read Wiley’s full response to the Jewish Week’s candi-
date questionnaire at https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.
com/where-nyc-mayoral-candidate-maya-wiley-stands-
on-six-jewish-issues.
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How Naftali Bennett’s 
Kippah Stays on His 
Bald Head and Why it 
Matters
By Ben Sales

Israel’s new prime minister is probably the first one who 
has stuck a wad of chewing gum to his head right before 
a public event.

Naftali Bennett, who took office this week, is the first 
prime minister in the country’s history to regularly wear 
a kippah, or Jewish ritual head covering. Unlike his secu-
lar predecessors, he identifies as a religious Zionist and 
practices Modern Orthodox Judaism, which requires 
men to cover their heads.

He’s also bald. That makes it a challenge to keep the 
small crocheted disc on the back of his head, where it’s 
traditionally worn. The traditional methods of securing 
a kippah — bobby pins and metal hair clips — are of no 
use to Bennett.

Yet it stays on. No matter where Bennett is — in par-
liament, on the campaign trail, giving a news interview 
— the kippah is there, mounted on his scalp, or some-
times on the thin layer of buzzed hair that surrounds 
his bald spot.

Appearing on a comedy talk show in 2013, when he was 
a freshman lawmaker, Bennett said that he uses a mix-
ture of tape and gravity to keep the kippah on his head.

But once, he recalled, he had to give a speech outdoors 
in the wind and discovered that he was out of tape. So 
he took a piece of chewing gum (presumably ABC) and 
used it to glue the kippah to his head.

“I had to improvise,” he said. “So we MacGyvered it.”

Bennett doesn’t use ordinary Scotch tape. His adhesive 
of choice is a product invented and sold beginning in 
2013 by Haim Levin, a 65-year-old bus driver living in a 

largely Modern Orthodox suburb of Tel Aviv.

The product, called the Kipa Keeper, is made of reusable 
hypoallergenic double-sided medical tape, which allows 
the kippah to stick to heads with little to no hair. It’s sold 
in packs of 40 and costs 40 shekels, about $12.50, in-
cluding delivery. Levin declined to say how many he sells 
each year.

“It was Yom Kippur, when everyone in synagogue bows 
down [to the ground] and prostrates themselves, and I 
saw that 20 to 30% of the worshippers had their kippah 
fall to the floor,” Levin, himself a bald kippah-wearer, told 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “I realized I had to come 
up with an idea for the kippah to stay on the head.”

Levin doesn’t remember exactly when Bennett began 
using his product — a source close to Bennett con-
firmed to JTA that the prime minister uses it — but says 
he got in touch with the future Israeli leader in the hope 
of boosting sales. They took a photo together in 2015 in 
Bennett’s office, when he was economy minister. Levin 
told JTA that Bennett last ordered the product a week 
and a half ago.

“It really helped,” Levin told JTA regarding his outreach 
to Bennett. “There are still people who call them ‘Ben-
nett’s stickers.’”

In Israel, where kippah choice often signifies religious 
and political identity, Bennett’s personal style — a small 
crocheted kippah — signals that he’s a religious Zionist. 
By contrast, a black velvet kippah would identify him as 
haredi, or ultra-Orthodox, while larger crocheted or knit 
kippot, which might stay more readily on a bald pate, 
are favored by a subset of settlers who tend to be more 
religious, openly spiritual and nationalist. The fact that 
Bennett’s kippah is small, and worn toward the back of 
the head, suggests that he’s on the more “modern” end 
of the Modern Orthodox community. 

Regardless of how Bennett keeps it on, the kippah is an 
important part of his identity as well as a symbolic shift 
for Israel. In the state’s early decades, the ruling elite was 
comprised of secular socialists from David Ben-Gurion’s 
Mapai party, a precursor to today’s Labor. Religious Jews 
— along with Jews of Middle Eastern descent and Israe-
li Arabs — were generally excluded from positions of 
power in Israel’s government and culture.

NEWS
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That began to change in 1977, when the right-wing Li-
kud party led by Menahem Begin mobilized a coalition 
of conservatives and religious and Middle Eastern Jews 
to win power. And in the settlement enterprise that had 
begun following the 1967 Six-Day War, religious Zionist 
Jews had a cause to rally around.

Since then, religious Zionists (who generally practice 
Modern Orthodoxy) have largely identified with the po-
litical right, which has led Israel’s governments for most 
of the past 45 years. Haredi Israelis have historically not 
identified as Zionist, but in recent years have also grav-
itated to the Israeli right under former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Netanyahu, like his mostly male 
predecessors, donned a kippah at some ceremonies and 
at religious sites, but did not wear one on a regular basis.

When Bennett entered politics in 2012, he took the helm 
of Israel’s religious Zionist party, the Jewish Home, and 
aimed to broaden its staunchly right-wing message to 
appeal beyond Orthodox Israelis.

Since then, he has tried to represent a fusion between 
Jews of all types of religiosity, even as he has pursued 
a right-wing agenda both domestically and in terms of 
Israel’s settlement policy. In a 2019 Facebook post, Ben-
nett defined his personal religious practice as “Israe-
li-Jewish.”

“Israeli-Jewish can mean religious, traditional, secular, 
haredi-nationalist or haredi,” he wrote. “Israeli Jews 
don’t judge each other based on how strictly they ob-
serve mitzvot. Israeli Jews love and accept every Jew.”

Bennett has described his personal religious observance 
along the same lines. He was born into a non-Orthodox 
family and became more observant of his own volition. 
His wife, Gilat, was secular when they met, and he has 
said that she was drawn to religious Judaism during the 
years they lived in New York City.

At one point he wore his kippah as a political choice. 
Bennett wrote last year that at the time Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in 1995, he had stopped 
wearing a kippah for a few years. But he felt that be-
cause Rabin’s assassin was an Orthodox Jew, the reli-
gious community was being blamed en masse for the 
murder. So, to make a statement, Bennett wrote, “I put 
the kippah back on my head.”

Today he wears the kippah consistently and lives a reli-
gious life. Still, he has written that his family makes the 
same small compromises that many religious-secular 
couples in Israel do.

While they keep kosher and Shabbat at home, his wife’s 
parents drive to their place on Shabbat, which is forbid-
den by Jewish law. And when they eat at the home of his 
in-laws, they don’t check how strictly kosher the kitchen 
is beforehand.

Bennett has been shamed by haredi politicians for pos-
ing as a religious Jew publicly while compromising on his 
private religious practice. But the source close to Ben-
nett said that the prime minister sees his personal ex-
ample as a bridge across a cultural and religious divide 
in Israel.

Bennett believes that “at least in theory, the crocheted 
kippah is and should be the middle ground,” the source 
said. “He had his very solid belief about what it means to 
be religious, and so it didn’t intimidate him when people 
tried to outflank him as nonreligious.”

Levin said it’s “a good thing” that Bennett uses his prod-
uct, though he added that it doesn’t make a difference to 
him whether the prime minister is a kippah wearer. And 
he said he has yet to make up his mind about wheth-
er Bennett, who made political concessions in order to 
helm a narrow, fractious and controversial coalition, is 
the right person for the job.

But Levin is proud to have Bennett as a customer. And 
while he said he could not share a copy of the prime 
minister’s most recent receipt, he promised that Ben-
nett paid full price.

The Jewish Week welcomes letters to the editor 
responding to our stories. Letters should be 
emailed with the writer’s name and address. Please 
keep letters to 300 words or less. The Jewish Week 
reserves the right to edit letters for length and 
clarity. Send letters to editor@jewishweek.org.
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Lively Jewish 
Festival in New York 
Suburbs Signals the 
Comeback of In-
Person Jewish Life
By Larry Luxner

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, N.Y. — David Harris grew up in a 
Russian-speaking home in New York and was raised to 
hate communism.

In 1974, he was among a handful of Americans allowed 
to live and teach in the Soviet Union — an experience 
that left an indelible mark on his life. It set Harris on a 
career arc that eventually would land him atop one of 
American Jewry’s most storied and powerful organiza-
tions, the American Jewish Committee.

“In December 1987, Gorbachev came for his first visit to 
the U.S., and we had 36 days to prepare a demonstra-
tion. We met him with 250,000 people in Washington,” 
Harris recalled of his early days as an activist. “The next 
day, Gorbachev met Ronald Reagan in the White House. 
Reagan said, ‘Let them go.’ Within a year or two, the 
doors were open and more than a million people left.”

Harris, CEO of the American Jewish Committee, was 
speaking Sunday under a big white tent in leafy West-
chester County, one of a dozen lecturers, musicians, 
authors and rabbis at Limmud FSU’s first face-to-face 
North American event since 2019.

“The power, experience, resilience, courage and passion 
of Jews from the Soviet Union that I have met over the 
last 47 years is needed today here in the United States 
by the American Jewish community more than ever,” 
Harris said. “We are facing an entirely new situation in 
this country. Things are changing here rapidly and we 
need your voice. We need your fearlessness.”

The gathering, held at a forested Girl Scout retreat about 

45 minutes north of New York City, attracted more than 
150 Russian-speaking Jews for a full day of Jewish learn-
ing and artistic performances. Among the featured 
speakers: Yehuda Sarna, chief rabbi of the United Arab 
Emirates; Peter Weintraub, board chairman of Friends of 
the IDF; Christian pastor Dumisani Washington, found-
er of the Institute for Black Solidarity with Israel; Israel 
Nitzan, acting consul general of Israel in New York; Zo-
har Vloski, KKL-JNF Israel emissary for education in the 
USA; and Menachem Kaiser, author of the book “Plun-
der: A Memoir of Family Property and Nazi Treasure.”

Among other highlights of the day: a Russian-Hebrew 
songfest by Gera Sandler and Ronit Asheri, and a con-
cert by the nine-piece klezmer band Romashka, which 
concluded with Inna Barmash’s rousing rendition of “Bei 
Mir Bist du Schein.”

The one-day festival was a sign not just of the strength 
and breadth of Russian-speaking Jews in the Northeast, 
but of a return to a semblance of normalcy after more 
than a year of pandemic limitations, said Limmud FSU’s 
chairman, Matthew Bronfman.

“This is our second first,” he said. “Last month we re-
turned to face-to-face programming in Moscow, and this 
one-day event in New York is an important step on our 
path to a full return to annually impacting thousands of 
Russian-speaking Jews.”

Another festival is scheduled for later this month in San 
Francisco.

“It was great to get together, to finally be outside and 
enjoy the atmosphere, especially after the self-isolation 
of the pandemic,” said Tatyana Segal, 49. “I felt liberated. 
I liked seeing friends I knew, meeting new people and 
enjoying Israeli music.”

Segal, originally from the Ukrainian town of Khmelnitsky, 
immigrated to the United States in 1989 via Vienna and 
Rome and now lives in Brighton Beach, Brooklyn. As an 
attorney specializing in elder care, she helps low-income 
clients with housing and health care issues.

Estee Bardanashvili moved to New York in 1995 from 
Batumi, a Black Sea resort in the former Soviet republic 
of Georgia. The Queens resident is a senior director at 
Sesame Workshop, which produces the kids’ TV show 
“Sesame Street.”
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“I love Limmud events in general, but particularly today’s 
because the topics were so interesting and diverse,” she 
said. “It was so meaningful to me because after a year 
and a half of COVID we could finally be together.”

Since the first conference in Moscow 15 years ago, 
Limmud FSU has put on over 75 events by 13 volun-
teer teams. Chaim Chesler and Sandy Cahn founded 
the organization, which has been led by Bronfman and 
President Aaron Frenkel since its inception. In all, some 
70,000 Russian-speaking Jews across the globe have 
participated in the group’s events.

Sarna, the UAE rabbi and executive director of New 
York University’s Bronfman Center for Jewish Student 
Life, sounded a positive note at the event here speaking 
about the recent normalization of ties between Jerusa-
lem and Abu Dhabi.

“Changes have been on slow boil for the last several 
years, but the Abraham Accords are dramatically chang-
ing the Middle East,” Sarna said.

About 1,000 Jews live in the UAE, according to Sarna, 
nearly all in the country’s two main emirates, Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi. In February 2019, the government 
announced the construction of an Abrahamic Family 
House in Abu Dhabi to consist of a church, synagogue 
and mosque, all the same height. In addition to the com-
plex, which is set to open in 2022, the UAE now has a 
permanent Holocaust exhibition at Dubai’s Crossroads 
of Civilization Museum — the first of its kind anywhere 
in the Arab world.

“This is rooted not only in a desire to understand the 
Jewish community, but also to combat Islamic extrem-
ism,” Sarna said. “For the UAE, tolerance is not just a val-
ue but a matter of national security.”

Seeing so many people gathered at the weekend festival 
was a powerful communal experience, said Marina Yud-
borovsky, CEO of the Genesis Philanthropy Group. The 
Genesis Philanthropy Group was among the event’s do-
nors along with the Claims Conference, the Jewish Na-
tional Fund (KKL), UJA-Federation of New York, the Blav-
atnik Family Foundation, philanthropists Diane Wohl 
and Tom Blumberg, and others.

“Limmud FSU is a unique model of Jewish engagement 
through meaningful conversations about Jewish culture, 

heritage, art, science, history and modernity powered by 
volunteerism,” Yudborovsky said. “After a pause due to 
the pandemic, it is incredibly exciting to see it revived.”

This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership 
with Limmud FSU, which nurtures open, pluralistic, dynam-
ic learning platforms across the world for Jews of all ages 
and backgrounds with roots in the former Soviet Union, 
while embracing the Jewish intellectual, cultural and reli-
gious traditions grounded in this shared experience. This 
article was produced by JTA’s native content team.

What We Joke About 
When We Joke About 
Anne Frank
Is the Holocaust out of bounds for 
comedians?
By Andrew Silow-Carroll

I visited the Anne Frank House a few years ago. I didn’t 
cry until I got to the museum next door and saw a com-
ment made by one of her schoolmates, who said some-
thing like, “Honestly, Anna could be a bit of a pill.”

That wrecked me: Suddenly I saw not a sainted symbol 
of the Holocaust, but a real-life rascal who could try the 
patience of her friends.

That’s been a theme in the 70-year afterlife of Anne and 
her iconic diary: a tension between those who would 
canonize her and those who want to treat her as flesh 
and blood.

The latest skirmish in this battle came last week, when 
beach-read novelist Elin Hilderbrand apologized for a 
joking reference to Anne Frank in her new novel. Hil-
derbrand explained that she had made a “poor choice, 
that was tasteless and offensive.” Her publisher said 
that it would be “removing this passage from the digital 
edition of the book immediately, and from all future 
print editions.”

EDITOR’S DESK
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I looked up the passage in question and honestly didn’t 
see what she was apologizing for. In the book, childhood 
friends Vivi and Savannah are talking about staying in 
the attic of Savannah’s home — and wondering whether 
Savannah’s parents would approve. “You’re suggesting I 
hide here all summer?” Vivi says. “Like… like Anne Frank?”

Vivi doesn’t seem to be mocking Anne Frank or the Holo-
caust. She seems to be the unwitting butt of her own joke 
– a tone-deaf teen prone to overdramatizing. It’s proba-
bly an unwritten rule of beach novels that you shouldn’t 
make your readers think about the Holocaust, but that 
doesn’t make the passage antisemitic or obscene.

Nevertheless, Hilderbrand’s response to critics was 
quick and repentant — unlike that of many authors and 
comedians who have used the famed Holocaust diarist 
as gist for humor or irony.

In each case, critics have suggested that the Holocaust is 
out of bounds for anything but deep mourning for the vic-
tims and unequivocal condemnation of its perpetrators.

And time and again, defenders have said no subject is off 
limits if it reflects how real people talk, explores how in-
dividuals respond to or process tragedy, or uses even un-
comfortable humor to illuminate the human condition.

In a “Daily Show” appearance in 2012, British comic 
Ricky Gervais joked that the “Nazis must be stupid” for 
taking so long to find the Franks. After a Jewish journal-
ist complained, Gervais defended the joke – long part 
of his standup routine, in which the Nazis are indeed 
portrayed as dolts.

The joke “is about the misunderstanding and ignorance of 
what is clearly a tragic and horrific situation,” Gervais wrote 
in London’s Jewish Chronicle. “My comic persona is that of 
a man who speaks with great arrogance and authority but 
who along the way reveals his immense stupidity.”

Like Sarah Silverman, Gervais employs what we can call 
the “Archie Bunker defense”: If the audience is invited to 
laugh at a character who is clearly bigoted or an idiot, 
the character can say bigoted or idiotic things. There’s 
a limit to this: In a fascinating interview last month with 
A.O. Scott, Silverman appeared to regret how much she 
relied on the strategy in her act. “My character was igno-
rant [and] arrogant,” said Silverman, “but what I didn’t 
realize was [that I] myself was arrogant [and] ignorant.”

And sometimes comedians lose control of the audience. 
For all the liberal intentions of his creators, I suspect 
that Archie Bunker gave a lot of audience members li-
cense to say taboo things out loud. And like fans of Don-
ald Trump, many delighted in Bunker’s vicious political 
incorrectness.

Gervais’s Anne Frank joke isn’t vicious. And if you think 
about it, it’s about a central truth of the Holocaust: The 
Nazis were thorough in their brutality, and survival de-
pended in large part on sheer luck.

Others who joke about the Holocaust invoke the Mel 
Brooks defense: Mocking the Nazis, as Brooks did in his 
film “The Producers,” is posthumous revenge on Hitler. 
In the short-lived Netflix series “Historical Roasts,” Hit-
ler himself – played by the abrasive Jewish comic Gilbert 
Gottfried – ridicules Anne Frank in the style of celebrity 
roasts. The Anne Frank House in Amsterdam called the 
show “tasteless satire.”

Creator Jeff Ross, himself Jewish, invoked Brooks: “By 
making Hitler and the Nazis a joke, I think that’s a victo-
ry,” he said in 2019. “The Jews survive, and not only that, 
we flourish.”

“For all the liberal intentions of his creators, I suspect 
that Archie Bunker gave a lot of audience members li-
cense to say taboo things out loud.“

I thought the Anne Frank roast was well-intentioned, but 
a comic failure. Ross seemed sincere in trying to exor-
cise the Nazi demons and honor Frank, but he never got 
the tone right. But again, that doesn’t make him an en-
emy of the Jews.

The most powerful portrayal of Frank in a comic mode 
– or better, a serio-comic mode – was by Philip Roth, in 
his 1979 novel, “The Ghost Writer.” A young Jewish writ-
er, under fire from the Jewish community for his satiric 
portrayal of Jewish subjects, fantasizes his ultimate vin-
dication: marriage to Anne Frank, who has somehow 
survived the Holocaust.

But the comic conceit quickly becomes a stunning tribute 
to Frank as a writer, and a lament not only for the loss of 
her young life, but of the literature she might have pro-
duced had she survived Bergen-Belsen. As Roth told an 
interviewer, his goal was to “forgo piety and to rehabili-
tate her as something other than a saint to be idolized.”
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Shalom Auslander took a similar tack in his 2012 novel 
“Hope: A Tragedy.” His Anne Frank also survives the Ho-
locaust and is found hiding out in rural New England. 
One critic called her character “a bitter old woman who 
swears, eats dead birds and defecates down air vents.” 
But there is method to Auslander’s tastelessness: His 
Anne knows that if she reveals herself, it will undermine 
the power of her famous diary. Auslander says it’s the 
writer’s job to make readers uncomfortable: “you hav-
en’t done your job if you haven’t offended somebody.”

We need to be careful how we police the way people 
talk – and joke — about the Holocaust: In defending the 
sanctity of the victims, we might lose out on art that ex-
presses the unspeakable and makes real the unfathom-
able. Anne Frank was no saint. She could be a bit of a pill. 
We need reminders that the Holocaust was something 
carried out against real people, by real people. Laugh-
ter can be holy too, especially. when it remind us of the 
worlds that were lost when the Nazis stormed that attic.

Andrew Silow-Carroll (@SilowCarroll) is the editor in chief 
of The Jewish Week.

Take It from Two 
Democrats: Our 
Party Remains 
Devoted to Israel
Disagreement does not mean distance, 
and criticism is not antisemitism.
By Karen Adler and Ada Horwich

The two of us have spent most of our lives working for 
two causes: Israel and the Democratic Party. For a long 
time, we experienced very little dissonance or disagree-
ment. If you were pro-Israel, you were most likely a 
Democrat. If you were a Democrat, you were most likely 
pro-Israel.

While the Democratic Party’s 2020 platform is, as in 

years past, unambiguously pro-Israel, there are Demo-
crats who are critical of Israel and want our government 
to influence Israel to change its policies. Some of that 
criticism, such as recent comments by Minnesota Rep. 
Ilhan Omar and other members of the “Squad,” has cre-
ated challenges for the Democratic leadership, who are 
tasked with keeping the party unified.

There is plenty of blame to go around for these chang-
ing Democratic attitudes, but there is no doubt about 
Democrats’ fundamental position on Israel. As New 
York Rep. Jerry Nadler, the dean of Jewish Congressio-
nal Democrats, recently wrote, “On Israel, there exists 
a broad, mainstream consensus around a number of 
core principles.”

Republicans see an opportunity to capitalize on contro-
versies about Israel among Democrats. If they can dele-
gitimize criticism of Israel, their thinking goes, they can 
skew political giving their way, damage intra-party rela-
tionships among Democrats, and undermine the broad-
based multiracial coalition needed to achieve Demo-
crats’ goals – like fighting climate change, addressing 
income inequality, healing social and racial divides, and 
restoring America’s integrity internationally.

In pursuit of their objectives, some Republicans employ 
accusations of antisemitism as a political weapon. They 
paint all Democrats with the same broad brush – from 
progressives like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez to moder-
ates like Elaine Luria. And all the while, they continue to 
enable true antisemites like those who assaulted Con-
gress waving QAnon flags and wearing sweatshirts glo-
rifying the Holocaust.

The favorite tactic of these Republicans is to manipulate 
anti-Israel sentiment and conflate criticism of Israeli pol-
icies with antisemitism. The challenge for Democrats is 
to de-conflate them and to disentangle issues related to 
Israel from issues related to antisemitism.

To meet this challenge, we must learn to avoid labels. 
The “pro-Israel” community extends from the left to the 
right. Harsh criticism of Israel may be difficult to hear; 
we may not like some of the language used to describe 
Israeli policies. But that doesn’t automatically make it 
antisemitic. Yitzhak Rabin once said: “I don’t think it’s 
possible to contain over the long term — if we don’t 
want to get to apartheid — a million and a half [more] 

OPINION
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Arabs inside a Jewish state.” Would we have called him 
an antisemite?

“Harsh criticism of Israel may be difficult to hear, but 
that doesn’t make it antisemitic.”

We must also learn not to automatically label anti-Zionists 
as antisemites. Anti-Zionism is not necessarily antisemitic 
any more than opposition to a Palestinian state necessar-
ily derives from hatred of Palestinians. We are Zionists, 
and we believe in the Jewish people’s right to a homeland. 
At the same time, there are those who oppose Zionism 
because they hold it writ large responsible for the occu-
pation and systemic discrimination of Palestinians.

While anti-Zionist views are not prima facie antisemitic, 
they do cross the line if they rely on antisemitic tropes or 
deny the right to self-determination for Jews alone. And 
when they cross the line, we must call them out.

We have no patience with antisemitism on the left any 
more than we do with antisemitism on the right.

We also insist on consistency from both the left and the 
right. In progressive policy circles, there is a growing fo-
cus on equality and human rights in the Israeli-Palestin-
ian arena. This is a good thing, so long as the principle 
of equality is applied on all levels – from personal rights 
to national rights. Just as Israelis and Palestinians must 
have equal human rights, civil rights, and civil liberties, 
so, too, must both Israelis and Palestinians have the 
right to self-determination.

The two of us continue to devote ourselves to Israel and 
to the Democratic Party. We do not see the differing 
and even conflicting views on Israel as liabilities. Indeed, 
we see them as assets. They afford us opportunities to 
build relationships across the Democratic political spec-
trum. And this enhances our ability to help Israel and to 
combat antisemitism.

Karen Adler is a philanthropist and Democratic activist in New 
York. Ada Horwich lives in Los Angeles and is on the Executive 
Committee of the Jewish Democratic Council of America.

When it Comes to 
Anti-Israel Attacks 
on Jews, it’s Time to 
Name the Enemy
By Gil Troy

The COVID-19 epidemic proves you cannot just treat 
a plague’s symptoms – you must root it out. Yet as in-
cidents of Jew-bullying in the U.S. more than doubled 
in May compared to the same time period in 2020, too 
many American Jews complained about the symptoms 
while obscuring the cause. In a polarized polity, too many 
in the overwhelmingly liberal American Jewish commu-
nity either ignore or cover up left-wing complicity in the 
New Antisemitism, meaning anti-Zionist Jew-hatred.

Call it Zio-washing: bleaching the anti-Zionism out of 
modern antisemitism.

Consider the Jewish Theological Seminary’s “Statement 
on Antisemitic Crimes” condemning this “spate of bru-
tal acts,” issued during last month’s military conflict be-
tween Israel and Hamas. The JTS lamented this “latest 
manifestation” of the “centuries-long phenomenon” 
of Jew-hatred. And it claimed that “What is happening 
to Jews in North America shares much with other hate 
crimes perpetrated in our society.”

But something’s missing: The statement ignored Israel, 
Zionism and the New Antisemitism.

The antisemitic attacks and rhetoric during the latest 
conflict was largely fueled by the anti-Zionist left’s sweep-
ing denunciations of Israel and Zionism. Wrapping their 
cause in Black Lives Matters rhetoric and righteousness, 
pro-Palestinian and pro-Islamist goons have committed 
many of the most recent anti-Jewish street crimes.

Claiming that the Jew-bashing “shares much with other 
hate crimes perpetrated in our society,” the JTS state-
ment masks this far-left anti-Zionist hooliganism with a 
phrase that usually points to haters on the right.

OPINION
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President Joe Biden’s May 28 statement also Zio-washed. 
He condemned this mysterious, coming-from-nowhere 
Jew-hating surge “in the last weeks.” Biden mentioned 
six incidents, from “a brick thrown through the window 
of a Jewish-owned business in Manhattan” to “families 
threatened outside a restaurant in Los Angeles,” without 
mentioning Israel, Zionism or pro-Palestinian thuggery.

Not naming the distinctly left-wing roots of this hatred 
suggests that those doing the condemning do not want 
to alienate supposed allies.

Liberals were much more eager to name antisemitism’s 
perpetrators when they emerged from the Trumpi-
an right or from the white supremacists that attached 
themselves to his agenda. Similarly, conservatives only 
see antisemitism when it it comes out of the campus 
or anti-Israel left — to the delight of Jew-haters every-
where. Yes, antisemitism is “the latest manifestation of 
a centuries-long phenomenon of hatred and violence 
against Jews,” as JTS put it. But the “longest hatred” is 
also the most plastic hatred – pliable, artificial and oc-
casionally lethal. No one should fall for the haters’ false 
rationales – or supposed other virtues. We need zero 
tolerance for all Jew-hatred and all bigotry.

Offering clarity, the Anti-Defamation League declared: 
“Since the start of the May conflict between Israel and 
Hamas, there have been numerous antisemitic incidents 
around the world related to the conflict. The perpetra-
tors of these attacks deliberately targeted Jewish insti-
tutions in order to express their anger towards Israel. 
Whenever anti-Israel actions target” Jewish institutions 
“or individual Jews – in other words, holding Jews collec-
tively responsible Israel’s actions – ADL considers such 
incidents as antisemitic.”

The ADL activists – non-academics — offered context and 
causation: These attacks didn’t pop up spontaneously. 
ADL connected the dots, noting that these thugs target 
Jews to bash the Jewish state. And they taught some-
thing others overlooked: that beating on Jews because 
you object to Israeli policy or Israel is antisemitic.

Still, the ADL’s description turned too cautious by not di-
rectly confronting the false, facile analogies comparing 
America’s complex racial dynamics with Israelis’ com-
plex national dynamics with regard to Palestinians, Is-
raeli Arabs and Bedouins.

Our Canadian cousins got it right. On June 3, the Centre 
for Israel and Jewish Affairs defined “antisemitism, espe-
cially in its modern guise of anti-Zionism,” as anti-Jewish 
violence compounded by “some of our society’s most 
esteemed institutions – universities, school boards, po-
litical parties, unions, the media – ignoring Jew-hatred, 
and in so doing providing cover for it.”

The bold statement detailed five ways that anti-Zionists 
are not “just” criticizing Israel but committing Jew-hatred, 
including “When in the name of criticizing Israel, anti-Zi-
onists pelt Canadians with stones, that is antisemitism.”

While buoying anti-Semites, Zio-washing explains how 
an increasingly loud minority of rabbis and Jewish stud-
ies professors feel comfortable bashing Israel and repu-
diating Zionism. Empty institutional statements suggest 
that many American Jewish leaders fear embracing Isra-
el and Zionism too ardently.

Fortunately, Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt and others formed 
the Zionist Rabbinic Coalition to represent most Amer-
ican Jews: proudly pro-Israel and pro-peoplehood. Still, 
when I grew up, Zionist rabbis didn’t need the adjective 
– we just called them rabbis.

Sun Tzu taught: “If you know the enemy and know your-
self, you need not fear the result of a hundred battles.” 
But “If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will 
succumb in every battle.”

Comfortable in their Jewish skins, these rabbis, like most 
Israelis, are ready to confront the antisemites. Only with 
such confidence – and true allies ready to diagnose the 
problem clearly and fight the problem systematically – 
will we be able to contain this growing, and all too often 
perfumed, Jew-hatred.

Gil Troy is a Distinguished Scholar of North American His-
tory at McGill University, and the author of nine books on 
American History and three books on Zionism, including 
“Never Alone: Prison, Politics and My People,” co-authored 
with Natan Sharansky.
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As a Gay Dad, I am 
Living my Iranian 
Father’s American — 
and Jewish — Dream
By Alex Maghen

It’s June. For me, a lot happens this month. Father’s Day 
is coming up — my fifth as a father of twin boys. It’s Pride 
Month, and as a gay Jewish man, married with children, 
that means something. It’s also my father’s 41st yahrtz-
eit, the anniversary of his passing.

My dear father, Khalil. Who sweat like a pig in the roast-
ing Philadelphia sun growing peppers and tomatoes 
next to the house, dressed in what by today’s standards 
could only be called Daisy Dukes (it was the ’70s). Who 
made us believe for the first nine or 10 years of our lives 
that chickens in his home country of Iran gave milk that 
had magical powers. Who was first a beloved pediatri-
cian and then a psychiatrist, but when it came to helping 
children get past their nightmares, prescribing sticking 
feet out from under their blankets rather than drugs.

My dear father Khalil went by Kelly to fit in in his adopted 
country. When I was 11 1/2 years old, he was told that he 
had brain cancer and would die within a few weeks. He 
informed his doctors and my mother that he had lived 
to see his first son’s bar mitzvah, and he would live to 
see his other son’s as well. He endured a year and a half 
of hell on earth and slipped into a coma weeks before I 
turned 13.

During my tiny ceremony in our living room, to the shock 
of family gathered, he opened his eyes and extended his 
arm to me during my Torah reading. He held my hand 
and closed his eyes for the last time, having delivered 
a message of love to his younger son more powerful, 
more profound than anything wound in the scroll from 
which I was reading.

He died in his bed just a day later.

My own kids were born via IVF and surrogacy 35 years 
later, in September 2015. Our wonderful surrogate went 
into labor during Yom Kippur, in what for a New Yorker 
and an Angeleno was the middle of nowhere: Oregon. 
The woods were so beautiful and there were no syna-
gogues to be found. So I brought up the machzor on 
my phone and chanted Kol Nidre alone among the ev-
ergreens just outside the hospital. I broke pretty much 
all the rules of Yom Kippur that year – but as a gay man I 
was used to breaking my beloved people’s rules.

Our surrogate kindly – though certainly unintentional-
ly – waited until after Neilah, Yom Kippur’s concluding 
service, to give birth to our wonderful boys. These boys 
who should not have been possible in this life of mine.

Parenting did not come easily for me. I didn’t grow up 
around babies. Mine and my husband’s families all live 
10,000 miles away in Israel. The first year or two were 
brutal, scary and lonely.

We started our podcast, “Daddy Squared, The Gay Dads 
Podcast,” four years ago as much to help ourselves as 
to provide support and community for others. We talk 
about how gay men can become parents, how it’s differ-
ent to be gay parents and, so often, how it’s not different 
at all.

Anyone who has kids will tell you – and Lord knows, they 
won’t shut up about it – that as your kids grow up you’ll 
spend more and more time thinking back to your own 
childhood and your own parents. Thank God, my mom 
is alive and well and hoks me a tshaynik endlessly from 
Tel Aviv.

As for my father, I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about 
who he was and what my life would have been with him 
had I not lost him at such a young age.

My father moved to America from Tehran in 1962 to 
finish his medical residency and, most probably, to be 
“cool.” He met my mother, and when she brought him 
home to meet her parents, he insisted on pretending to 
be Muslim to drive them nuts. Then when they brought 
out some food, he covered his head and began to say 
the Motzi (blessing over bread) to great joy and, I be-
lieve, a slap across the face for torturing the people who 
would become his in-laws.

Neither my father nor my mother have ever been reli-

FATHER’S DAY
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gious or observant. But their passion for the Jewish peo-
ple – their people, my people – was everywhere, always. 
Their love of the Jews was a love of history, of warmth, 
of family; unconditional.

And so, late at night, while I sit in the rocker and listen 
to my boys snore, I answer myself so easily: My father’s 
discomfort with my homosexuality may have occupied 
some small part of his conservative Persian background, 
but to him his children were everything. We, too, were 
his “people”; unconditional.

My boys are fluent in English and Hebrew, and spend 
their days with other little Jewish boys and girls in a 
school that embraces them and their two dads and rec-
ognizes the fire that burns within us for our people and 
our people’s future.

So it would seem that all of this is possible. I can be a gay 
man, a husband, a loving father, a loyal son, a devoted 
Jew and lover of Israel. I can live my own dream – and 
my father’s.

I still pray that the feeblest echo of my father’s love 
reverberates in how I raise my children, so they may 
be as blessed as was I, but I can’t imagine how this is 
possible. In the meantime, I’m going to try and learn to 
grow vegetables.

Alex Maghen is a technology and entertainment executive 
in Los Angeles. He and his husband have five-year-old twin 
boys who attend Temple Israel of Hollywood School. To-
gether they host “Daddy Squared, the Gay Dads Podcast.”

Moses wasn’t perfect. 
But what leader is?
His humanness is as profound and as 
powerful as his heroism.
By Amy Kalmanofsky

One of the things I love most about the Bible is that it 
presents humans, not heroes. Even the Bible’s greatest 
figures have virtues and vices.

Moses has many wonderful attributes that qualify him 
to lead the Israelites. He fights against injustice (Exod. 
2:11–12) and overcomes his own limitations and fears 
to challenge authority (Exod. 4:10). He is persistent, fac-
ing Pharaoh 10 times to demand Israel’s liberation. He 
is also a careful arbiter for his people (Exod. 18:13–16). 
And he is humble (Num. 12.3).

But Moses also has shortcomings. His initial reluctance 
when God first approaches him to become Israel’s liber-
ator could indicate cowardice, or worse, a lack of faith 
(Exod. 4:11–12). Moses also has a temper. He gets angry 
at the people (Exod. 32:19) and at God (Num. 11:10–15).

His anger gets the better of him in this week’s parashah 
when, frustrated yet again by the complaining people, 
Moses strikes a rock twice instead of commanding it to 
produce water as God directed him, and yells at his re-
calcitrant people (Num. 20:6–11).

Given the great things Moses accomplishes and the inti-
mate relationship he has with God, one expects God to 
forgive him this tantrum. Instead, God punishes Moses 
along with his brother Aaron and denies them entrance 
into the land of Israel.

Generations of readers question how the punishment 
fits the crime and search for more serious wrongdoing. 
After all, a moment of anger should not cancel a life’s 
work. Moses must be guilty of more.

Rashi suggests that by striking the rock, Moses show-
cased his own power: He failed to sanctify God before 
the people by not demonstrating how an inanimate rock 
would respond to God’s command. Similarly, Ramban 
suggests that Moses expressed doubt in God’s power by 
asking the Israelites: “Shall we get water for you out of 
this rock?” Moses should have stated affirmatively “We 
will get water for you,” or better yet, “God will get water 
for you.”

Like these rabbis, I believe that Moses is held account-
able for more than his anger and his ego. In my reading, 
God holds Moses accountable for not instilling the peo-
ple with faith, as God states explicitly in verse 12: “You 
did not make them believe in me” [לא האמנתם בי]. This 
is a serious wrong — enough to prevent Israel’s great 
liberator from entering the land.

At this point in the Torah’s story, it has been a long time 
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since Israel stood at the banks of the Reed Sea and de-
clared their faith in God and Moses (Exod. 14:31). Since 
then, Israel’s faith has faltered time and again. Wander-
ing through the desert, the people expressed their pref-
erence for slavery over starvation (Exod. 16.3; Num. 11:5) 
and Egypt over Israel (Num. 14.3). They worshipped a 
cow made from earrings (Exod. 32) and rebelled against 
God’s and Moses’s authority (Num. 16:1–11).

Certainly, God holds Israel accountable for its lack of 
faith [אינכם מאמינם] (Deut. 1:32) and condemns this first 
generation to death in the desert outside of the land of 
Israel (Deut. 1:35). I suggest that God also holds Moses 
accountable for Israel’s faithlessness and condemns 
him to a similar fate. In my view, Israel’s persistent doubt 
and denial is a failure of Moses’s leadership.

For many, holding Moses accountable for Israel’s fail-
ures seems unfair. It certainly is sad, if not tragic. But it 
also offers a profound lesson in leadership, particularly 
religious leadership.

Leaders cannot stand apart from their communities. 
Communities choose leaders that reflect who they are 
and the values they hold. Leaders are best able to guide 
and transform communities they are aligned with and 
are a part of. Leaders shape their communities, but 
communities also shape their leaders.

“Leaders cannot stand apart from their communities. 
Communities choose leaders that reflect who they are 
and the values they hold.”

Given the symbiotic relationship between leaders and 
their communities, it makes sense that leaders be mea-
sured by their impact on their communities. Religious 
leaders in particular should be measured by their ability 
to create holy communities that are bound by shared 
values that transcend human experience. Religious 

leaders should inspire their communities to look be-
yond themselves to have faith in a greater power and a 
stronger moral force.

Moses certainly had faith in God, but he could not trans-
late that faith to the desert generation. He could not 
make this generation believe that God would lead the 
people from slavery to freedom, from the desert to the 
promised land. Moses failed to transform Israel’s first 
generation into a holy nation [גוי קדוש]. Instead, as Moses 
declares before striking the rock in anger, frustration, and 
resignation, they remained a community of rebels [מרים].

Heroes are people we admire. Humans are people to 
whom we can relate and from whom we can learn. Mo-
ses successfully lays the groundwork for a holy com-
munity defined by transcendent values that continues 
to flourish. For this, he becomes the hero of the Jewish 
people. But Moses also was very human, and his hu-
manness is as profound and as powerful as his heroism.

Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky is dean of Albert A. List College of 
Jewish Studies and the Gershon Kekst Graduate School; 
Blanche and Romie Shapiro Professor of Bible, JTS To read 
more commentaries, visit JTS Torah Online

The publication and distribution of the JTS Commentary are 
made possible by a generous grant from Rita Dee (z”l) and 
Harold Hassenfeld (z”l).

The Failure of Success
By David Wolpe

People often speak about the lessons one can learn from 
failure. We know that failure can teach you humility, 
resilience and a certain acceptance of the inequities of 
life. There are also lessons to learn from early success, 
both good and bad.

Dostoevsky had a gambling problem. The great novelist 
was often in debt and yet could not prevent himself from 
losing still more at the gambling tables. His compulsion 
has often been attributed to the fact that the first time 
he gambled, he succeeded spectacularly. That success, 
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in the end, proved a failure.

The same happened with some nations who were 
early successes in containing COVID. Confident in their 
procedures, they discovered, to their dismay, that the 
virus was waiting for them to relax, and then it struck 
with a vengeance.

Beware instant and early success. It has proved the 
opposite of a blessing for childhood film stars and 
prodigies in a variety of fields. John Stuart Mill learned 
Greek at three and Latin at eight and had a breakdown 
at 20. Sometimes failing, struggling, renewing and grit 
are surer paths than the dazzle of triumph.

Named the most influential Rabbi in America by Newsweek 
Magazine and one of the 50 most influential Jews in the 
world by the Jerusalem Post, David Wolpe is the Rabbi of 
Sinai Temple in Los Angeles, California.

The Very Jewy, and 
Distinctly New Yorky, 
Invention of the Egg 
Cream
The fountain classic was born in the 
poor and crowded communities of the 
Lower East Side and Brooklyn.
By Rachel Ringler

An egg cream was my father’s kitchen claim to fame. He 
assembled them with great flourish — Fox’s U-Bet choc-
olate syrup, cold milk from a glass bottle, and a long, 
hard shpritz of seltzer followed by a vigorous stir. Even 
today, when I drink or think of it, it takes me back to my 
family’s Brooklyn roots and him.

To my surprise, I have discovered that I am not alone 
in my nostalgic connection to this fancy-named but 
pedestrian drink. According to Pete Freeman, co-own-
er, co-founder and chief soda jerk at Brooklyn Farma-

cy and Soda Fountain, nostalgia is at least half of the 
egg cream’s appeal. There was a time when every New 
York diner and ice cream parlor offered them. As Elliot 
Willensky wrote in his book “When Brooklyn Was The 
World: 1920-1957,” “a candy store minus an egg cream, 
in Brooklyn at least, was as difficult to conceive of as the 
Earth without gravity.”

In 2021, there aren’t many candy stores or pharmacies 
with marble counters where you can still order an egg 
cream. But those eateries that offer the beverage  do so 
with pride and purpose.

When Matthew Grogan partnered with Patsy and Carol 
Grimaldi to open Juliana’s Pizza, rated best pizzeria in 
New York in 2017 by Zagat’s, they crafted a menu that 
would bring back foods from the Grimaldis’ youth: piz-
za made with fresh mozzarella in a coal-fired oven; selt-
zer from glass bottles and egg creams made with U-Bet 
chocolate syrup. Pre-pandemic, they sold about 40 egg 
creams a week to customers of all ages, many of them 
curious tourists.

Aside from nostalgia, though, what is the egg cream’s 
appeal?

When you break it down, it’s just carbonated chocolate 
milk with foam on top. If you’re thirsty, Freeman said, it 
satisfies you on a physical level. But on a cultural level, 
“it is tied to being Jewish.”

The egg cream was born in the poor and crowded Jewish 
communities of the Lower East Side and Brooklyn. Ac-
cording to Barry Joseph, author of “Seltzertopia,” in the 
1920s and 1930s Louis Auster — the Jewish immigrant 
credited with creating the egg cream — would report 
selling 3,000 egg creams a day. On hot days the number 
would soar with the temperature — up to 12,000!

Plus, two of the egg cream’s three ingredients have 
strong Jewish connections.

Jews dominated the seltzer trade in New York City, and 
Jews loved to drink it. According to Sara Gardner in her 
article “Why Jews Love Seltzer,” seltzer is a pareve bever-
age “beloved by Jews, observant and assimilated alike.” 
It was “a welcome digestive aid to the heavy Eastern Eu-
ropean fare” people ate in delis.

Fox’s U-Bet chocolate syrup was produced by a Jewish 
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man, Herman Fox, in his Brooklyn tenement home at 
the beginning of the 20th century. Fox was a gambler 
who lost his money in a Texas oil well investment, but 
turned things around when he struck gold with his syr-
up. While his money stayed in Texas, the Texan term 
“you bet it’s good” became part of his syrup’s name.

In the 2018 documentary “Egg Cream,” food historian 
Andrew Coe describes egg creams as a cheap copy of the 
soda fountain drinks from the fancier neighborhoods of 
New York. Coe said the drink “gave people a sense that 
they were having a fancy, uptown kind of drink for a very 
downtown kind of price.” Even the name sounds rich, he 
says. But it’s also misleading; the standard egg cream 
has no egg and no cream.

Some say the name is a bastardization of the Yiddish 
word “echt,” which means genuine or real. Grogan, of 
Juliana’s Pizza, heard that when Auster was making the 
drinks he would “call to his staff and ask them to bring 
up more of the [grade] ‘A’ cream which, given New York 
accents, morphed over time to ‘egg cream.’”

Freeman of Brooklyn’s Farmacy believes the original egg 
cream really was made with egg. In the ’20s, he says, 
refrigeration was bad. Soda jerks would whip egg whites 
and dollop them on top of the chocolate soda. In so do-
ing, they could turn a 2-cent chocolate soda into a 5-cent 
egg cream. Only later, he believes, was egg replaced by 
milk when good refrigeration became more widespread.

“Food historian Andrew Coe describes egg creams as a 
cheap copy of the soda fountain drinks from the fancier 
neighborhoods of New York.”

Just as there is no consensus on the origins of the name, 
there are myriad ways to make the drink. Freeman first 
mixes milk and seltzer for a white, foamy head; the pu-
rity of the foam is important to him. Then he adds the 
chocolate syrup. Grogan, however, makes his egg cream 
with — cream! He mixes the cream with Fox’s U-Bet syr-
up and then adds Brooklyn Seltzer Boys seltzer for a 
thick, rich head.

For Freeman, the egg cream is not just a drink — it’s a 
mission. When he and his sister opened Brooklyn Far-
macy, the egg cream was disappearing from menus and 
people weren’t giving it the attention he felt it deserved.

“Your legacy can only survive if one generation passes it 

down to the next,” Freeman says. “You can bemoan that 
or do something about it. Parents and kids now come 
to our shop. Our egg creams are codified in those kids’ 
memories. They will grow up and share it with their chil-
dren. And the egg cream will live on.”

June 18 | 6:00 p.m.

Temple Emanu-El Honors Juneteenth

Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New York 
will host special Shabbat Services in honor of June-
teenth, celebrating the emancipation of those who 
had been enslaved in the United States. The in-per-
son event is open to pre-registered members and 
will be live-streamed for the public through the 
Temple’s website, facebook, and YouTube pages.
Register at https://bit.ly/3zDSotg

June 22 | 11:00 a.m.

Celebrating ‘Yosl’: Joe Papp at 100

Enjoy live, virtual and pre-recorded performances 
celebrating what would have been the 100th birth-
day of the legendary theater impresario Joseph 
Papp. Programs begin at 11:00 am and run all day. 
Most of the day’s events will be free of charge with 
the exception of an exclusive, celebrity-filled live 
and virtual gala and reception starting at 7 p.m. Tick-
ets start at $36 for the virtual gala. Get more info at 
https://bit.ly/3wDOvSS

June 22 | 1:00 p.m.

From Evangelical Bishop to Jewish Leader: The 
Jewish Communities in Cameroon

The YIVO Institute for Jewish Research presents a 
symposium on “Jewish Children’s Literature in Rus-
sian and Yiddish,” exploring the rich world of Jewish 
children’s literature in pre-WWII Europe. Register at 
https://yivo.org/Jewish-Childrens-Literature
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