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Everything You Need to Know 
About the Israeli Government 
that Might Oust Benjamin 
Netanyahu
By Ben Sales

After 12 straight years as Israel’s prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu is los-
ing power — and the government that’s about to replace him is remarkable 
in its own right.

Netanyahu’s ouster is a huge deal on its own. Over the past decade-plus, as 
the country’s longest-serving leader, he has become nearly synonymous with 
Israel — shaping its foreign and domestic policy as well as its international 
image, and personally guiding its relationship with the United States.

Over the past two years, his desire to hold onto power — even as he stands 
trial on corruption charges — along with his opponents’ desire to oust him, 
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Naftali Bennett, left, will be Israel’s next prime minister, to be succeeded by Yair 
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have driven Israel’s political system into crisis. He has 
become so personally polarizing that a range of ideolog-
ical allies turned against him — and are on the verge of 
replacing him.

Now, Netanyahu’s opponents have announced that 
they have succeeded in defeating him. And when they 
get sworn in later this month, unless Netanyahu some-
how manages to scuttle that, the government they form 
will itself break boundaries. It will be an unprecedent-
ed alliance of political right and left, Jews and Arabs, all 
dedicated to one goal: ending the Netanyahu era. At the 
same time, there are ways that, even under new leader-
ship, Israel is unlikely to change.

Here’s what you need to know about Israel’s incoming 
government.

Netanyahu is losing power: how we got here.

Israel has been trying and failing to elect a stable gov-
ernment for more than two years. And Netanyahu has 
come close to losing power before. But this time, it looks 
like it’s actually happening.

A little background: Netanyahu seemed to have won 
Israel’s 2019 election, but his former partners deserted 
him and he couldn’t form a coalition. So Israel held an-
other election. Then it held another. Then yet another. 
Each time, neither Netanyahu nor his opponents gained 
a majority. There was a brief interlude where the rivals 
came together to form a coalition to address the pan-
demic, but that fell apart pretty quickly.

This time around, if Netanyahu’s opponents weren’t 
able to team up, Israel would have held a fifth election. 
Almost no one wanted that to happen, so Netanyahu’s 
rivals decided to put aside their vast differences and 
form a coalition with one goal: to get rid of him.

The incoming coalition is a testament to how much Is-
raeli politics has become about Netanyahu himself. 
Three of the parties in the incoming government large-
ly agree with Netanyahu on policy. But they dislike him 
so much that they’d rather team up with the Israeli left 
than give him another term in office.

This amounts to a political reset for the Jewish state. To 
have any real memory of Israel before Netanyahu’s cur-
rent tenure, you’d have to have been born well before 
the iPhone was released. For more than a decade, Net-

anyahu’s personality and politics have dominated Israel. 
No longer.

This is the first coalition in Israeli history to include 
an Arab-Israeli party.

There have been left-right coalitions in Israel before. 
But to reach a majority of Israel’s 120-seat parliament, 
the Knesset, the anti-Netanyahu alliance is doing some-
thing truly unprecedented in Israeli history: It is inviting 
an independent Arab-Israeli party to join the governing 
coalition.

That hasn’t happened before for a few reasons: Al-
though Arabs make up 20% of Israel’s citizenry, Israel’s 
largest political parties, on both the left and right, didn’t 
see Arab parties as legitimate political partners in a 
Jewish state. Arab parties, likewise, did not want to be 
seen as granting legitimacy to Jewish governments. And 
often, the policy differences between Jewish and Arab 
parties were vast.

But seven decades after Israel was founded, things have 
changed. Arab leaders have been more vocal about de-
manding a say in the way their country is governed. And 
the ongoing stalemate has given Arab parties a chance 
to be kingmaker.

Faced with the prospect of losing power last year, Ne-
tanyahu (who once attacked the very idea of Arab citi-
zens voting in elections) said he’d be willing to partner 
with Raam, an Islamist Arab party. That legitimized the 
idea of including Arabs in Israeli coalitions, and now, 
Raam is set to join Netanyahu’s rivals, and give them the 
slimmest of majorities.

Arabs have almost always been represented in Israel’s 
parliament. But now, for the first time ever, an Arab par-
ty will have an active say in Israel’s government.

It is a narrow — and unwieldy — coalition of right 
and left. 

The coalition is unified on the goal of ousting Netanya-
hu, but it’s divided on pretty much everything else. It 
will contain eight different political parties, an unusually 
large number even in Israel’s famously tumultuous pol-
itics. And it will have the smallest possible majority in 
parliament, so to get anything done, every single mem-
ber will have to agree.
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To reconcile the different factions, the coalition will have 
two prime ministers: Naftali Bennett, who heads the right-
wing Yamina party, will serve for two years and change. 
Then Yair Lapid, the leader of the centrist Yesh Atid party, 
will take over for about the same amount of time.

Both of them head historically small parties. Yesh Atid 
only has 17 seats (as opposed to the 30 held by Netanya-
hu’s Likud party). Yamina will have a paltry six seats. But 
this unorthodox arrangement is the only way to keep 
everyone in the coalition happy.

It’s unclear how long this coalition will last. Previous 
ones that were more ideologically coherent have fallen 
apart quickly.

The next prime minister, Naftali Bennett, will be the 
first religious Zionist to lead Israel. 

But no matter how long he serves, Naftali Bennett will 
earn the distinction of being the politician who replaced 
Netanyahu. He’s a staunch right-winger, often further 
to the right than Netanyahu, who opposes Palestinian 
statehood, supports West Bank settlement expansion 
and has vowed to pursue a hawkish defense policy.

He will also be the first religious Israeli prime minister. 
Netanyahu has become a reliable ally of the haredi, or 
ultra-Orthodox, parties, but personally he is secular, 
just like all of his predecessors. Bennett identifies as Or-
thodox and wears a kippah. His ascent is a sign of the 
growth, and growing influence, of religious Zionists in a 
state founded by secular Jewish socialists.

Bennett will also be the first Israeli prime minister born of 
American parents. Like Netanyahu, he speaks fluent, ba-
sically natural English. When he worked in the tech world, 
before entering politics, he spent time living in New York.

The conflict in Israel and Gaza came close to quashing 
this coalition — and also may have encouraged it. 

Before fighting broke out between Israel and Hamas in 
Gaza, the same coalition appeared to be coming togeth-
er. But the conflict in Gaza, and interethnic clashes in 
Israel, threatened to derail it.

Party leaders did not negotiate as rockets were flying. 
Mansour Abbas, the leader of the Raam party, froze 
talks with Lapid. Bennett said that he would no longer 
partner with the alliance of Netanyahu opponents.

Then, soon after the sides reached a ceasefire, every-
one seemed to return to where they had been before 
the fighting started. Bennett wrote a long Facebook post 
bashing Netanyahu. Abbas renewed negotiations. Lapid 
began signing coalition agreements with other parties.

It may be that the fighting, after almost stopping this coa-
lition in its tracks, ended up giving it even greater urgency.

The government will not include any haredi, or ul-
tra-Orthodox, parties. But it will still be mostly Ash-
kenazi and male.

There are a lot of ways Israel’s incoming government 
will be different. There are also plenty of ways it will be 
the same.

Like every prime minister not named Golda Meir, the 
next leader of Israel will be an Ashkenazi Jewish man. 
And in certain ways, the government will be less diverse 
than previous ones. Although it will include an unprec-
edented number of parties, all but one of those parties 
is led by a man. None of the parties are led by Mizrahi 
Jews, or Jews of Middle Eastern descent.

And none of the parties are haredi, after six years in 
which haredi parties were given control of Israel’s reli-
gious affairs. On the one hand, that means this govern-
ment could reform Israel’s religious policies, perhaps 
reducing funding to haredi institutions, requiring haredi 
men to enter Israel’s mandatory military draft, or liber-
alizing Israel’s Jewish conversion and marriage systems, 
which are controlled by the haredi Chief Rabbinate.

On the other hand, the coalition is so narrow and frag-
mented that it may be hard to pass any major legislation.

Don’t expect any big moves on Israeli-Palestinian 
peace. 

On that note, don’t expect this to be the government 
that makes peace with the Palestinians. Bennett oppos-
es Palestinian statehood, as do other members of the 
coalition. Likewise, the left-wing and Arab parties will 
likely block any attempt to annex parts of the West Bank.

Other governments have come in with policy platforms 
or an ideological program. Because this one came to-
gether to oust Netanyahu and end a political crisis, it will 
have accomplished its goal the moment it gets sworn in. 
What happens next is anyone’s guess.
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Isaac Herzog, Alum 
of New York’s Ramaz 
School, Named 
Israel’s Next President
His 7-year term will begin July 9, 
when he will replace Reuven Rivlin.
By Philissa Cramer

Who says a day school education won’t take you places?

Isaac Herzog, Israel’s next president, attended New 
York’s Ramaz School when his father Chaim Herzog, the 
sixth president of Israel, served as Israel’s representa-
tive to the United Nations between 1975 and 1978.

The former leader of Israel’s Labor party who most re-
cently ran the Jewish Agency for Israel, Herzog was elect-
ed Israel’s 11th president by lawmakers Wednesday.

Herzog overwhelmingly defeated Miriam Peretz, an ac-
claimed educator who lost two sons in military combat. 
His seven-year term will begin July 9, and he will replace 
Reuven Rivlin, a former right-wing lawmaker known for 
his outreach to Israel’s Arab citizens.

While the role is largely ceremonial, Israel’s president 
chooses which lawmaker will form Israel’s government 
following elections, a role that gained outsize impor-
tance in recent years as Israel held four elections since 
2019. Should the efforts of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s opponents to form a coalition fail, Herzog 
may find himself selecting the winner of the next elec-
tion in a few months.

Since 2018, Herzog has led the Jewish Agency, which 
works to connect Israel with Jews around the world and 
support immigration to Israel and is funded in part of 
diaspora Jewish philanthropies. Before that, he was the 
leader of Labor, and ran against Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in the 2015 election, which Net-
anyahu won.

(As Labor party chair, he once consoled his American 
counterpart, U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, dis-
traught over having to work with a president she de-
spised, with an Israeli poem.)

Herzog is the son of Chaim Herzog, who served as Isra-
el’s sixth president from 1983 to 1993, and the grandson 
of Israel’s first Ashkenazi chief rabbi.

His experience at the Ramaz School, an Orthodox Jewish 
prep school in New York City, and an American univer-
sity have made him particularly attuned to the needs of 
Jews outside of Israel, supporters say.

Praise for Herzog’s election poured in from across the 
Jewish world Wednesday morning, much of it citing his 
lineage and experience with Jewish communities out-
side Israel.

“Bougie is a dear friend and an honorary New Yorker,” 
said Eric Goldstein, CEO of UJA-Federation New York, in 
a statement using Herzog’s widely used nickname. “Since 
his time as a student at a Jewish day school in Manhattan, 
he has maintained deep connections to New York, home 
to the largest Jewish community outside Israel. With his 
years of experience in Knesset and profound under-
standing of global Jewry, Bougie is uniquely positioned to 
fulfill his role as president of the State of Israel, and more 
broadly as convener of the entire Jewish people.”

“We are looking forward to continue the dialogue of Is-
rael Diaspora relations and the unity of the Jewish peo-
ple,” said Pinchas Goldschmidt, chief rabbi of Moscow 
and president of the Conference of European Rabbis, in 
a statement. “As the son of the late President of Israel, 
Haim Herzog, and as a seasoned diplomat and political 
leader, we hope and pray that he will carry the message 
of unity for the Israeli and Jewish people.”

Among the roles of Israel’s president is to boost the 
morale of Israelis and Jews around the world. Last year, 
Rivlin pushed back against Holocaust revisionism in Eu-
rope and apologized to Israelis for a devastating resur-
gence of COVID-19 there. Rivlin’s focus as president has 
been to promote unity in what he has felt is an increas-
ingly divided Israeli society.
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White House science 
advisor Eric Lander 
sworn in on Pirkei 
Avot published in 
1492
By Philissa Cramer

When Eric Lander was sworn in Wednesday as the White 
House’s first-ever Cabinet-level science advisor, the ge-
neticist also made Jewish history — by taking his oath of 
office on a 500-year-old copy of a Jewish text filled with 
ethical precepts.

The Brooklyn native chose a 1492 edition of Pirkei Avot 
from the Library of Congress’ holdings after searching 
for a swearing-in volume that reflected his Jewish and 
professional values, he told Vice President Kamala Har-
ris at the ceremony.

“It means a lot to me about why we’re all here doing this 
work,” he said.

The geneticist, who has taken leave from positions at 
Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, told Religion News Service that he had con-
vened a family meeting to brainstorm books. The fam-
ily homed in on the Jewish concept of tikkun olam, or 
“repairing the world,” that has come to represent social 
justice for many American Jews.

That thought led Lander to the Mishnah, the text com-
piling early rabbinic discussions of how to apply Jewish 
law in everyday life. And from there he landed on one 
section, Pirkei Avot, that contains a precept that he said 
reflects his personal and professional beliefs: “It’s not 
required that you complete the work, but neither may 
you refrain from it.”

The particular volume of Pirkei Avot that Lander identi-
fied was published in Naples in 1492, a time when Jews 
were finding refuge there after being kicked out of Spain 

during the Inquisition. He said during his ceremony that 
a researcher only discovered that the text was that old 
about 10 years ago.

“The world has experimented with intolerance, with the 
view that everybody has to think like I think, worship like 
I worship,” Lander told Religion News Service. “(But) the 
world experimented in 1492 with tolerance — with the 
idea that we would have a diversity of people and per-
spectives. I think the lessons of the 1492 era are lessons 
for today: coming together and making our diversity an 
incredible asset for this country going forward.”

Lander is not the first official to be sworn in using a 
unique Jewish text this year. Georgia Sen. Jon Ossoff 
took his oath of office in January on a Bible owned by 
the longtime rabbi of his family’s Atlanta synagogue who 
decades ago forged an alliance between Black and Jew-
ish Georgians.

A Hostile New York 
Times Is Not Israel’s 
Biggest Problem
To win back public opinion, something 
has to change on the ground.
By Andrew Silow-Carroll

The New York Times devoted a good part of its front 
page last Friday to photographs of children, mostly Pal-
estinian, killed in the latest Israel-Hamas fighting.

“They Were Only Children,” reads the headline, over an 
article (and, online, a multimedia presentation) provid-
ing capsule biographies of 67 children under the age 18 
who were killed in Gaza and two children killed in Israel. 
(“Suheib loved birds. Yahya liked riding his bike. Osama 
was known for his style. And Abdurrahman dreamed of 
going to Turkey.”)

It’s a powerful, heartbreaking feature, a callback to The 
Times’ groundbreaking series of profiles of Sept. 11 vic-
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tims, “Portraits of Grief.” That series earned the news-
paper a Pulitzer and created a new journalistic ritual for 
memorializing the victims of conflict, shootings and nat-
ural disasters.

But the Gaza feature didn’t feel like journalism. It felt like 
agitprop. It was an editorial disguised as a news feature, 
seemingly intended to bypass the arguments of who is 
right and wrong and go straight for the kishkes.

Granted, it’s the work of journalists to break through 
the numbness that sets in in the face of suffering. It’s a 
Jewish imperative, too, to insist that every human being 
is created in the image of God, and each individual has 
infinite value.

Sometimes it is a single image or story that shatters this 
indifference. Photos of the lifeless body of a young Syr-
ian boy drowned while attempting to reach the Greek 
island of Kos briefly changed the conversation around 
Europe’s refugee crisis in 2015. “Portraits of Grief” fea-
tures are statements that, yes, all lives matter, and it is 
one of journalism’s jobs to remind you of that.

The article included with the photos did note that “Isra-
el blames Hamas for the high civilian death toll in Gaza 
because the group fires rockets and conducts military 
operations from civilian areas.” There is also a mention 
that two children in Gaza were killed when a rocket fired 
by “militants in Gaza slammed into the ground next to 
their home.”

But I wonder how many readers will register these facts 
while scanning the children’s faces. The feature is a sort 
of front page “Guernica” that suggests there is only one 
way to think about this latest war. “Disproportionality” is 
an argument that Israel cannot win.

My discomfort with the feature is that it is simultane-
ously powerful and, forgive me, banal, like the old Viet-
nam-era poster, “War is Not Healthy for Children and 
Other Living Things.” It takes sides, even if the paper’s 
editors deny it. And I’ll even say this: There are times 
when journalists should take sides. From Bosnia to 
Myanmar to Tulsa, the evidence of guilt is sometimes so 
overwhelming that the perpetrators must be shown for 
what they are.

I just think it is a travesty to slot the Israel-Hamas con-
flict into that same black-and-white category. If Hamas 

is killing far fewer children than Israel, it is not for want 
of trying. If Gaza’s children “are the most vulnerable,” it 
is because their own leaders are not doing anything to 
make them any safer. If Israel’s blockade is causing suf-
fering, Hamas’ behavior demonstrates why Israel would 
be crazy to lift it.

A lot of Jewish readers will just chalk this up as another 
example of The Times’ bias against Israel. I’m not inter-
ested in that argument at the moment, although I will 
say that many pro-Palestinian activists think exactly the 
opposite: that The Times’ reports on the Mideast from 
Israel’s perspective and treats Palestinians as objects, 
not subjects. And The Times’ popular “The Daily” podcast 
had an important segment last week on Hamas, report-
ing how Hamas provokes Israel into “battles it knows it 
can’t win” in part because they know that Arabs – their 
children — will suffer the brunt of the fighting and me-
dia coverage will be devastating for Israel.

Israel lost the social media battle in part because of 
heart-tugging images of Palestinian suffering – shared 
not by The New York Times, but by individual Instagram-
mers, influencers and no doubt the occasional bot. Isra-
el’s ritualistic condemnations of Hamas and assertions 
that it goes to extraordinary lengths to avoid civilian 
casualties were no match for a single video of a crying 
Palestinian child. That’s the new media reality.

“The feature is a sort of front page ‘Guernica’ that sug-
gests there is only one way to think about this latest war.”

But to blame this on “the media” misses the point. Be-
yond the violence, there is this: As long as Israel is seen 
controlling the lives of millions of non-citizens, it is in a 
losing battle for public opinion. Readers can cancel their 
subscriptions and write angry letters to the editor, but 
that won’t change a status quo in which Israel is seen 
to be compromising its own democratic principles. It’s 
been almost 20 years since Ariel Sharon, no peacenik 
he, said that occupation — “kibush” in Hebrew — is “a 
terrible thing for Israel and for the Palestinians.”

That was essentially Tzipi Livni’s recent argument. The 
former Israeli negotiator acknowledges that Hamas 
fights dirty. That Israel has the right to defend itself. 
That Hamas refuses to accept Israel’s very existence. 
But without a two-state solution, extremists will drive 
the narrative — a narrative that will continue to portray 
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Israel as the oppressor.

Sick of hearing about the “two-state solution”? Every-
one is. “[F]rankly if I had another idea how to end the 
conflict, I would have adopted it,” writes Livni. Howev-
er, she continues, “National conflicts cannot be resolved 
by wars and violence, but only by a political resolution, 
leadership and compromise.”

So instead of condemning The Times for bias, support-
ers of Israel might want to consider what its coverage 
of the latest fighting means: Israel is engaged in war of 
emotions and public opinion that it might not be able to 
win — not unless it changes the story.

Andrew Silow-Carroll (@SilowCarroll) is the editor in chief 
of The Jewish Week.

How a ‘Wokestorm’ 
Is Misleading a 
Generation About 
Israel
Defense of Palestinian rights has too 
often become a one-sided, distorted, 
often violent assault against Jews.
By Avram Mlotek

Just a few weeks ago the streets of New York City were 
filled with thousands of people, shouting “intifada” while 
also claiming “Black Lives Matter.”

In that same period, a violent pro-Palestinian mob  at-
tacked Jews on the street of New York. Others violently 
assaulted Jews at a restaurant in Los Angeles, vandal-
ized European synagogues and targeted Jews in Chicago 
and Montreal.

Normally, unprovoked attacks against another group of 
people would be widely condemned, and its perpetra-
tors called out for what they are.

But because these attacks were “tied” to the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, many on the left defended such at-
tacks in the name of freedom of assembly and freedom 
of speech — or worse, by suggesting that the victims 
somehow deserved it.

Today, in light of the recent violence in Israel and Gaza, 
woke warriors are rehashing their charges of “apartheid,” 
claiming Israel is a “white supremacist” society seeking 
to subvert and cleanse its Palestinian population. But 
something far more insidious is happening too in Jewish 
communities all over the world. Jew haters are using the 
conflict in the Middle East as an excuse to unleash their 
unabashed hatred of Jews, wherever they dwell.

How can honest advocates for justice condone such vio-
lent attacks against a people?

The answer is a simple one though many refuse to ac-
cept it: Because antisemitism is socially acceptable 
among the woke. Or to put in “boomers” terms: appar-
ently Jewish blood is still cheap. Nearly 80 years ago 
Jewish children were burned in ovens under German 
state- sponsored terrorism while the world shrugged. 
The world is still shrugging as Israeli children go to sleep 
in bomb shelters, fearful for their lives and wellbeing.

Israelis come in all colors and creeds. Look at Lod, Hai-
fa and Akko, the multiethnic, multicultural cities of Arabs 
and Jews torn apart by rioting during last month’s conflict. 
It is because Israel strives to be a country “of all its inhab-
itants” — including 2 million Arab citizens — that the un-
rest is being treated as an internal crisis, and politicians 
have condemned Jewish vigilantes and Arab rioters.

Israeli Jews are roughly divided between Ashkenazi Jews 
with roots in Europe and Sephardi or Mizrahi Jews with 
roots around the Mediterranean and the Middle East, 
who in turn were descendants of Jews from the Holy 
Land, going back hundreds and thousands of years. 
Claiming that Jews are white, European “colonizers of Is-
rael” — as woke activists frequently do — is about as his-
torically honest as saying Native Americans don’t have a 
right to live in the United States.

Unfortunately, segments of the Jewish population are 
some of the most vocal supporters of this fraudulent 
ideology, trading our people for acceptance, forgetting 
our own history for the expediency of being politically 
correct. Jewish Currents magazine would have us believe 

OPINION



JUNE 4, 2021THE NEW YORK JEWISH WEEK

thejewishweek.com 8

that Israel still needs to perform “teshuva” (repentance) 
for providing safe haven to Jews in 1948 (forget that 
countless Arab countries expelled their Jews then). IfNot-
Now questions whether Zionism — the movement for 
Jewish self-determination, the movement that gave birth 
to a country where more than 7 million fellow Jews now 
live — should be “a core part of our [Jewish] identity.” Jew-
ish Voice for Peace considers Zionism “a false and failed 
answer” to centuries of murderous antisemitism.

It seems that portions of our people have forgotten why 
Israel was established in the first place: to serve as a safe 
haven for Jews in our own ancestral homeland. Cleary, 
that need is as vital today as it was in the 1930s and be-
fore. Instead, the Jewish woke equate tikkun olam with in-
tifada and in so doing pervert Jewish values to a sickening 
extreme, aligning themselves not just with Palestinians 
with legitimate grievances and a vision for a shared fu-
ture, but with people who seek the destruction of the Jew-
ish people wherever they may live. (Note: Hamas doesn’t 
just want Israel Judenrein, but the whole world.)

Of course, Jewish fanaticism is abhorrent. Like any de-
mocracy, Israel has its religious and political extremes. 
As a rabbi I have spoken against the prime minister’s in-
clusion of militant parties in his coalition and denounce 
bigotry and violence from wherever it may stem. The 
current anti-Zionist moment is not about that. It is about 
rejecting one people’s claims to a land in favor of anoth-
er’s, a mirror image of the “apartheid” label they attach 
to Israel.

Of course, Palestinian lives matter. Even Alan Dershow-
itz said that much before Bernie Sanders realized he 
could co-opt a woke slogan. How profoundly unfortu-
nate it is that the Palestinian leadership continues to un-
dermine its own people’s wellbeing, repeatedly rejecting 
peace accords with Israel, and most recently, refusing its 
own people democratic elections. Let’s remember that 
the Palestinian prime minister is still serving a four year 
term that started in 2006.

The Israeli-Arab conflict is a decades-long, complex con-
flict, but woke culture sees no nuance, only supremacist 
and victim. Many of the leading lights of the Democrat-
ic party amplify  this mess. If only Bernie could listen 
to Bernie from 2014 telling protestors that Hamas uses 
Gazan children as shields. Common sense isn’t what it 

used to be.

And of course, Judaism advocates for a certain kind of 
“wokeness.” Judaism instructs us to pursue justice con-
stantly. But the prophets of the Hebrew Bible were not 
only the most adamant in calling for a righteous soci-
ety but in creating a generous one too. “Do justice, love 
kindness, walk humbly with your God,” the prophet Mi-
cah charged. It seems that today’s generation has for-
gotten Micah’s last sentiment. Woke culture is in desper-
ate need of humility, admitting that truth does not dwell 
in Twitter nor the messiah in a meme.

“It seems that portions of our people have forgotten 
why Israel was established in the first place: to serve as 
a safe haven for Jews in our own ancestral homeland.”

If the “woke community” really sought to awaken, it 
would realize that Jew hatred is the oldest of hatreds. 
Of all the countries in the world with egregious human 
rights records, how is it that the State of Israel, which 
has Arab members of Knesset and a LGBTQ parade 
in Jerusalem, is so often singled out by the United Na-
tions for reprimand? Which other country on the planet 
would tolerate a daily barrage of missiles aimed at its 
civilian populations? How can one justify the assault on 
non-Israelis in cities worldwide elsewhere in the name 
of ending the “occupation”?

It is time for the world to “wake up” and recognize when 
defense of Palestinian rights becomes a one-sided, dis-
torted, often violent assault against Jews, plain and sim-
ple. People of conscience and especially Jews ought to 
know better.

Avram Mlotek is a rabbi, cantor, actor and writer. He is 
the author of Why Jews Do That or 30 Questions Your Rabbi 
Never Answered and Passover in a Pandemic.

The Jewish Week welcomes letters to the editor 
responding to our stories. Letters should be 
emailed with the writer’s name and address. Please 
keep letters to 300 words or less. The Jewish Week 
reserves the right to edit letters for length and 
clarity. Send letters to editor@jewishweek.org.
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My Father Survived 
a Pogrom in 
Baghdad. I Still Hope 
for Jewish-Arab 
Engagement in Iraq.
Prior to the Farhūd, Jews and Arabs 
had more than two millennia of 
peaceful coexistence in Iraq.
By Liran Yechiel

As we mark the 80th anniversary of the Farhūd (Arabic 
for “violent dispossession”) on June 1, 1941, I think about 
my father’s childhood in Iraq. When he talks about Iraq, 
he always has fond memories. He remembers his Jewish 
school in Baghdad, his love of swimming in the Tigris Riv-
er, and how the Jewish community was large and vibrant.

My father recalls that because there were so many Jews 
in Baghdad (90,000) then, the banks were closed on Sat-
urday out of respect for the Jewish Sabbath, rather than 
on Friday for Jumuʿah, the Muslim weekly day of prayer 
and rest. The Jewish population was three percent of the 
population of Iraq in the 1940s, or about 135,000 peo-
ple. Jewish communities had existed in this region since 
the 6th century BCE, nearly a millennium before Muslim 
communities established a presence in Iraq during the 
7th century. Jews were active in Parliament and other 
branches of the government, and one of independent 
Iraq’s finance ministers, Sir Sassoon Eskell, hailed from 
a Jewish family.

But a peaceful coexistence between Muslims and Jews 
in Iraq was disrupted on the fateful day of June 1, 1941 
— the Nazi-inspired Farhūd. The massacre, which erupt-
ed as Jews across Iraq were beginning the celebration of 
the Jewish holiday of Shavuʿot, ended with thousands 
injured and 130 people murdered, mostly in Baghdad.

The tragedy took place one month after Iraq’s pro-Nazi 

Prime Minister Rashid Ali Al-Gaylani led a group of Iraqi of-
ficers (al-Murabbaʿ adh-Dhahabī — the “Golden Square”) 
in a coup and overthrew the British Regent of Iraq along 
with the soon-to-be King ʿAbd al-Ilah of the Hejaz (now 
Saudi Arabia) and Iraq’s Hashemite royal family.

Soldiers, police, members of youth gangs, and Bedouins 
rampaged through Jewish neighborhoods in Baghdad 
murdering, raping and looting. Neither the Iraqi author-
ities under Rashid Ali al-Gaylani nor the British inter-
vened. The British delayed intervention and recapture 
of the city. The violence continued for two days and only 
ended early on the afternoon of June 2, 1941.

As he was only six years old, my father’s memory of the 
pogrom-like event is a bit murky. But he remembers my 
grandfather taking the children and his mother onto the 
roof of the house – and jumping from roof to roof until 
they reached a Muslim friend’s home, where they hid 
until the violence subsided. My father remembers the 
sounds of screaming from the attacks below.

A few months after the Farhūd, some steps were taken 
to punish the perpetrators. The government of Jamil 
al-Madfa‘i, established after the coup, appointed an 
investigation committee to study what happened. It 
listed long-term factors, especially German propagan-
da emanating from the Germany embassy in Baghdad, 
which had found a receptive audience in the army. Few 
of the perpetrators were ever caught or punished, but 
of those who were convicted — some were sentenced 
for murder and publicly hanged, and others were sen-
tenced to prison.

To date, while the Iraqi government has attempted to 
provide compensation to Iraqi-Jewish citizens for some 
individual property, it has fallen short. Only 15 percent 
of the stolen property was ever recovered. Even those 
Jews who knew which of their neighbors had looted 
their property were unable to reclaim it. The govern-
ment also refused to fully recognize the tragedy. While 
unidentified victims were buried in a mass grave, the 
graveyard was later demolished and built over with a 
garage, leaving no place in Iraq to recount and memori-
alize this tragedy perpetrated on its loyal citizens.

Prior to the Farhūd, Jews and Arabs had more than two 
millennia of peaceful coexistence in Iraq. In fact, my 
father remembers his father sharing close friendships 
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with his neighbors of all faiths. But this violent event ac-
celerated the demise of peaceful relations in Iraq, and 
permanently changed the relationship among the vari-
ous religious groups.

I think many Iraqi Jews look back with fond memories of 
their childhood there. It was not really until the founding 
of Israel in 1948, when things turned significantly for the 
worse. The unfortunate truth is that much of the vio-
lence stemmed from the reaction to the creation of the 
State of Israel.

Unlike much of Eastern Europe, Jewish Iraqis were hap-
py in Baghdad and had no desire to leave when offered 
the choice to move by the government. In fact, despite 
everything, some chose to stay well into the 1970s, and 
even today, there continues to be a Jewish presence – 
albeit very small – in the city.

For me, being Iraqi is as much part of my identity as be-
ing Israeli, where I was born and raised as a child, and 
being British — I spent my formative years and much of 
my adult life in the UK.

While you often see articles of the “last Jew” leaving Iraq, 
you often feel hesitation when speaking to Iraqi Jewish 
decedents and expatriates about returning to relive the 
nostalgia of their ancestors.

While it seems unlikely that we’ll ever be able to return, 
nevertheless, being Iraqi is part of my culture. Being 
Iraqi is truly part of who I am. It’s the food we eat, the 
music we listen to, the traditions and culture.

“Being Iraqi is truly part of who I am. It’s the food we 
eat, the music we listen to, the traditions and culture.”

I hope to pass on this heritage to my children. I would 
love to think that one day we could be free to go back, to 
visit where my parents were raised. I am sure it would 
all be different now, but to have that experience with 
my father, who lived there through his teens would be 
incredible.

It is my sincere hope that we will see a day in which the 
current government of Iraq will sign onto the Abraham 
Accords. The recent rapprochement and warming of 
ties between Israel and the gulf nations – a peace for 
the sake of peace – has not only led Israelis to be com-
fortable to visit the Gulf States but Jews in the diaspora 
as well. Maybe I too can reach Iraq and swim in the Tigris 

River and walk the streets where my father once did.

Liran Yechiel, who lives in New York, is a member of the 
World Jewish Congress Jewish Diplomatic Corps, a world-
wide network of over 350 members from over 50 countries, 
strengthening and empowering the new generation of glob-
al Jewish leaders through diplomacy and public policy. Li-
ran was born in Israel and raised in the United Kingdom.

The Jews of Silence, 
Fifty Years Later
American Jews who stood for their 
people across oceans now have to stand 
up for themselves, writes Elisha Wiesel.
By Elisha Wiesel

In the 1960s, the Communist Party cut the Russian 
Jews off from the Jewish people. They prohibited them 
from wearing tefillin, or celebrating b’nai mitzvah, or 
expressing support for the State of Israel. They intimi-
dated and imprisoned them. And the Communist Party 
governed with one big antisemitic lie: The Jews are the 
enemy of the workers.

When my father Elie Wiesel visited, the Russian dissi-
dents would ask him eagerly: How many in America are 
marching for us? And my father would be too ashamed 
to tell them how few there were. He wrote a book 
about it called “The Jews of Silence.” Many thought he 
was referring to the Soviet Jews, who had to study our 
sacred texts in hushed secrecy.

But he was referring to us: the American Jews who re-
fused to speak up for their Jewish brethren across 
oceans and borders.

Today, we are still victims of a terrible antisemitic lie, 
one that well-intentioned progressives who care about 
justice have too often swallowed. This big lie seeks to 
turn the fire of the racial justice movement against its 
earliest supporters: The Jews are White, the Palestinians 
are Black.
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The inconvenient truth for our haters is that the Jewish 
people are not the enemy of the workers. Or of people 
of color. Or of social justice. And that the modern Jewish 
nation has sought peace with her Arab neighbors since 
before she was created in 1948.

The truth is that when half of our number finally gov-
erned themselves once again in their ancestral home-
land of Israel, they built the socialized health care system 
that Bernie Sanders dreams of. The sons and daughters 
of the Ethiopian Jewish community, airlifted out of Africa 
by Israel in the 1980s, are reaching the Knesset and the 
Eurovision stage. LGBTQ Arabs can follow their hearts 
and their faith freely in Israel, and an Arab political party 
may yet be the kingmaker in this year’s elections.

The truth is that Hamas endangers civilians, Palestinian 
and Israeli, just to feed hatred. Their goal is the total 
eradication of the State of Israel.

And now, once again, too many of us have shamefully 
become the Jews of Silence. We have spoken up for ev-
ery cause but our own.

It is time to shed our silence and speak with a loud voice.

If you have been silent because you feel Israel can take 
care of itself, think again. Your voice matters. Just weeks 
ago, Hamas fired thousands of rockets at Israeli popula-
tion centers with the express intent of maximizing civil-
ian deaths. Iron Dome is why there aren’t thousands of 
murdered Jews. Some in Congress are clamoring for the 
United States to defund it.

If you have been silent because you feel Israel can nev-
er have security without peace, then commit yourself to 
peace. And while you build this critical common ground 
with our Palestinian cousins, speak up for Israel which 
has given up land in the name of peace, most recently 
with disastrous consequences in Gaza.

If you have been silent because “antisemitism could nev-
er happen here,” then take a look around. It is no longer 
just the Lubavitch asking “are you Jewish?” to help you 
do a mitzvah. Roving gangs of anti-Israel demonstrators 
in New York and Los Angeles are asking the same ques-
tion. They brandish knives. They throw fists, bottles and 
hateful words.

And if you have been silent because you felt you stood 

alone, I promise you that you are not alone. Over 30 
years ago, my father and other leaders of the Jewish 
community convened a quarter of a million of us and 
our allies in Washington, D.C. to show solidarity with So-
viet Jewry on Freedom Sunday.

“If you have been silent because ‘antisemitism could 
never happen here,‘ then take a look around.”

It is now our generation’s turn to speak our truth: Nei-
ther the millions of us here in the United States nor our 
Jewish brothers and sisters in Israel are going anywhere. 
We will not bow to terror.

At the height of this most recent conflict, President Biden 
defended the dream of a two-state solution and directly 
spoke against the hatred at the core of the Hamas char-
ter, saying, “Until the region says unequivocally that they 
acknowledge the right of Israel to exist as an indepen-
dent Jewish state, there will be no peace.”

I am grateful to President Biden for standing with the 
Jewish people.

Now it is our turn. Let’s end our silence and join him.

Elisha Wiesel is the son of Marion and Elie Wiesel. This 
piece is adapted from remarks given at the IAC Rally for 
Jewish Solidarity with Israel Sunday, May 23 2021.

A Lack of Gratitude 
Is the Real Sin of the 
Golden Calf
You can almost hear a Divine Voice: 
“And this is the thanks I get?”
By Fred Ehrman

Before the recent conflict originating in Gaza, some had 
taken the existence of Jewish sovereignty in the land of 
Israel for granted.

This lack of appreciation is not something new. Our To-
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rah reading this week tells the story.

Throughout their 40 years in the desert, the people 
of Israel were described as a stiff-necked people, and 
complainers. Often their unhappiness was due to a lack 
of physical needs such as water, or food which did not 
meet their tastes.

But there were two sins that they committed that stood 
out above all the rest. The first was the sin of the Golden 
Calf. When Moshe, their leader, failed to appear to them 
after being up on Mount Sinai for 40 days, they made an 
idol, the Golden Calf. The second sin they committed is 
described in this week’s portion: the sin of the scouts.

When 10 of the 12 scouts return from Canaan with a report 
of a fruitful land flowing with milk and honey, but heavi-
ly fortified and populated by giants and powerful people 
against whom they would have to fight, the Israelites pan-
icked, cried and were determined to return to Egypt.

My initial reaction is that the Golden Calf is the worse of 
the two transgressions, because the people committed 
the three cardinal sins: idolatry, adultery (Genesis 39:17) 
and murder (of Hur, who had been appointed together 
with Aaron to lead the people during Moses’ absence 
[see Exodus 24:14]). However, if we judge the two on the 
basis of the punishments meted out, the answer is that 
the sin of the scouts was much more grievous.

About 3,000 people died because of the Golden Calf, 
we are told. However, because they desired to return to 
Egypt after hearing the scouts’ report, that whole gener-
ation of people over the age of 20 were condemned to 
die in the desert (with the exception of Caleb and Josh-
ua). And the Sages tell us that the very day the people 
received the scouts’ report was the Ninth of Av, estab-
lished for all time as a date of mourning and sadness.

The severity of the punishment was due, first and fore-
most, to a lack of trust in Hashem. God was shown to 
defeat the mighty nation of Egypt, split the Sea of Reeds, 
give them manna from Heaven and water from a rock 
— and of course He freed them from slavery. Now they 
doubted His word, that He would lead them into the 
Promised Land? They believed in the slandering of that 
land and lacked gratitude, a necessary positive quality 
for every human being.

There is a fascinating insight by the Arizal (Rabbi Isaac 

Luria, 1534-1572): He says that the mitzvah of Bikkurim, 
the offering of the first fruits in the Temple, is a tikkun, 
or rectification, of that grave sin, and the perfect coun-
terpoint to the acts described in the portion. The mitz-
vah is described in Dvarim 26:1-11. The 10 scouts spoke 
negatively of the Land, so we must take extra measures 
to show our appreciation by bringing the first fruits.

The Mishnah, in Tractate Bikkurim (3:1) mentions only 
three of the seven species that are brought, the fig, 
grape, and the pomegranate, the very same three fruits 
in our portion (13:23). The scouts opened their mouths 
and slandered the Land with adverse comments, while 
the farmer in the Temple recites a formula recounting 
the history of coming to the land flowing with milk and 
honey, showing his appreciation and trust in Hashem, 
and gratitude for bringing him to the place promised to 
his forefathers.

Today we read about youth who do not have the same 
connection to Israel as did their parents. Post-Zionism is 
a lack of appreciation and thanks for the great gift that 
has been given to us. It may not be a coincidence that 
Ki Tavo, the portion that begins with the great joy and 
thanksgiving of the farmer and the first fruits, ends with 
the Tochacha, the “curses” that may befall those who do 
not rejoice in Hashem’s gift.

“We must stand tall as giants, with a sense of appreci-
ation and gratitude to the One who has neither slum-
bered nor slept.”

It is our task to inculcate our youth with appreciation 
for the bountiful land given to God’s people in our time. 
The fleshpots of the Diaspora can never substitute for 
the place that God has bestowed to us through our an-
cestors, the Land of Israel. We must never look at our-
selves as grasshoppers (13:33), but we must stand tall 
as giants, with a sense of appreciation and gratitude to 
the One who has neither slumbered nor slept, watch-
ing over our people upon their return to their home for 
these past 73 years.

And maybe that is the final tikkun of the errors of our 
ancestors in the desert.

Fred Ehrman is a retired investment adviser and security 
analyst. He has held leadership positions in several Jewish 
organizations. He is on his fourth cycle of Daf Yomi.
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Is it my fault?
By David Wolpe

When something bad or tragic happens to people, they 
will often say, “what did I do to deserve this?”

Many people insist that nothing happens without a 
reason. Karma, or what you put out there, is the cause 
for whatever you may be suffering today. I don’t believe 
that is the way the world works. Rather it has always 
appeared to me that much of life is random, and our 
challenge is how we react to that which is given us. 
Rather than arrange each event, God gives us strength 
to meet them as they come.

In the Talmud, it says if one plants stolen wheat by rights 
it should not grow, but “the world goes on its way.” In 
other words, things happen that our morality does not 
affect. Why then do we blame ourselves, when we know 
that the good often suffer and the wicked flourish? 
Because it is easier to feel guilty than to be helpless. If 
we are guilty, we can change our behavior next time. But 
if much of what happens is random, we have to accept 
that we cannot control everything.

So seek to affect those things you can, and to meet with 
resilience, courage and faith those you cannot. Amidst 
the unpredictability of life, our attitude and responses 
are our charge and help fashion our destiny.

Named the most influential Rabbi in America by Newsweek 
Magazine and one of the 50 most influential Jews in the 
world by the Jerusalem Post, David Wolpe is the Rabbi of 
Sinai Temple in Los Angeles, California.

Yiddish writers 
knew from pogroms. 
Here’s what they can 
teach us about Tulsa 
and beyond.
By Jessica Kirzane

My grandpa once told me a story about when my 
great-grandparents were on a steamship emigrating 
from Ukraine to Cuba in the 1920s, shortly before my 
grandpa was born. As the story went, my great-grand-
mother saw a Black man for the first time and she 
screamed and hid.

My grandpa told the story to me only once, when I 
was probably about 10 years old, but the image of my 
great-grandmother seeing a Black man and screaming 
stuck with me. 

For years now, as a scholar of Yiddish literature who 
focuses on American Yiddish representations of race, I 
have been turning the story of that encounter around in 
my head. I have been thinking about the European rac-
ist imagery that my great-grandmother might have been 
exposed to long before she ever encountered a Black 
person. Merle Bachman writes about this in her analy-
sis of Avrom Reyzin’s poem “A Little Negro” in her book 
“Recovering Yiddishland”: the way that the Yiddish poet 
is taken aback by the very appearance of a Black person, 
whose body in its shocking unfamiliarity produces an in-
stantaneous moment of judgment and fear. 

My grandpa’s story is of course resonant with baseless 
accusations of Black male rapaciousness and white 
women’s vulnerable sexual purity that have been at the 
heart of so much white supremacist violence, which is 
why it is such an uncomfortable story for me to confront. 

I have also been thinking about how this “Yiddish gaze” 
on Blackness — as I wrote in a recent chapter for a 
book on Judaism, race and ethics — is nevertheless 

MUSINGS

CANDLELIGHTING, READINGS:

Sivan 24, 5781 | Friday, June 4, 2021
• Light candles at:  8:05 p.m.

Sivan 25, 5781 | Saturday, June 5, 2021
• Torah reading:  Sh’lach, Numbers 13:1–15:41
• Haftarah:  Joshua 2:1–24
• Shabbat ends:  9:14 p.m.
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distinct from a broader American white perspective. 
Yiddish speakers bring to it not only linguistic and cul-
tural outsiderness, separate cultural references and un-
derstandings of the world, but also their own traumas. 
My great-grandmother left Ukraine in the 1920s, likely 
fleeing the Ukrainian pogroms of 1919-21 in which any-
where between 6,000 and 25,000 Jews were massacred, 
and perhaps that feeling of vulnerability had a role to 
play in her understandings of power, powerlessness 
and race.

In his book “Pogrom: Kishinev and the Tilt of History,” 
Steven Zipperstein describes the earlier violent anti-Jew-
ish rampage that broke out in late-czarist Russia in April 
1903. Over three days of violence, 49 Jews were killed 
and 600 raped or wounded, and more than 1,000 Jew-
ish-owned houses were ransacked and destroyed. The 
event, he explains, played a huge role in modern Jewish 
self-understanding — covered heavily in American and 
world newspapers, the event provided impetus for Jewish 
nationalism, Jewish relief efforts and Jewish emigration. 

It also was the basis, as Zipperstein discusses, for sig-
nificant solidarity efforts combating white supremacist 
violence in America. Jews and African-Americans saw a 
stark similarity between the events in Kishinev and mas-
sacres like that in Tulsa in 1921, in which a mob of sever-
al thousand white people, including the authorities, vio-
lently attacked the Black community of the Greenwood 
District and killed an estimated 300 people.

That leads me to ask: Would it have been possible for my 
great-grandmother to have seen that Black man on her 
steamship and felt relief and fellow feeling rather than 
fear? Where were the lines of kinship between fellow vic-
tims of horrendous violence, and where are their limits? 

Of course, I am not the first person to think about all 
this. A significant body of work has been and is being 
done on the complexities of Yiddish writers’ represen-
tations of American racism. I recently helped collect, 
curate and shepherd new work on the topic for a spe-
cial issue of In geveb: A Journal of Yiddish Studies on 
20th-century Yiddish representations of racist violence 
in America. Co-sponsored with YIVO: The Institute for 
Jewish Research, the issue, which is scheduled to be re-
leased in the coming weeks, will focus on how Yiddish 
writers thought about and represented American rac-
ism in their journalistic and literary work.

In conjunction with this project, In geveb and YIVO also 
held a panel at the John Hope Franklin Center for Rec-
onciliation’s 12th Annual Reconciliation in America Na-
tional Symposium, “The Future of Tulsa’s Past: The Cen-
tennial of the Tulsa Race Massacre and Beyond.”  The 
panel featured Zipperstein, Uri Schreter, Alyssa Quint 
and Hannah Pollin-Galay, and offered local and trans-
national perspectives on American racism from Yiddish 
vantage points.

Yiddish writers in the early 20th century were deeply 
concerned about American racist violence and repre-
sented it frequently in both journalistic and artistic ways. 
And their racial experience — somewhere between 
white and black — as well as their geographic, linguistic 
and political positionings, inflected their understandings 
of American racist violence. They wrote about racist vi-
olence as white people, as workers, as victims of racist 
trauma, as men or women, as people with international 
audiences whose frame of reference was largely Euro-
pean, as people writing across a language barrier.

Some Yiddish writers described racist violence in Amer-
ica from a position of solidarity. In his 1935 history of 
Black Americans published by the International Work-
ers Order, the socialist organizer David Segal described 
the events in Tulsa. He praises the remarkable pride 
and bravery that Black veterans and workers displayed 
in fighting the white pogromshtshikes who destroyed 
their property and their lives. He describes the heroes 
of Tulsa who “demonstrated that when the cup of anger 
overflows, the blazing fire of the woes of the Black mass-
es erupts.” Referring to the white mobs as “khuliganes,” 
Segal draws direct parallels between anti-Black violence 
in America and anti-Jewish violence in Eastern Europe, 
and his praise of Black resistance is a natural outcome 
of his solidarity with Black victims of racist violence.

Some Yiddish writers were more ambivalent. In a piece 
on Yiddish media coverage of the Tulsa massacre, 
Schreter demonstrates how, even when Yiddish writ-
ers were sympathetic to Black victims of racist violence, 
they often repeated spurious accusations that the vic-
tims themselves were to blame for the race “riots” and 
reiterated stereotypes about Black criminality.

I was thinking about my great-grandmother when I read 
an article from a June 20, 1919, issue of Gerekhtikayt, the 
Yiddish edition of  Justice, the newsletter of the Interna-
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tional Ladies Garment Workers Union. The author, Roza 
Bedrik, published a regular column, “Di Froyen Velt,” or 
The Women’s World. In this particular column she wrote 
about racist violence and described several lynchings in 
detail. And while she describes the American South as a 
backward region that has persisted in its traditional rac-
ism in defiance of world progress, she argues that her 
largely North-based, Yiddish-speaking readers in partic-
ular should see themselves as implicated in this violence 
because it is done in the name of protecting the honor 
of white women like themselves. 

I wondered whether my great-grandmother, under-
standing herself as white in opposition to the Black man 
that so frightened her on the steamship, ever felt the 
responsibility of that whiteness as she lived in Cuba, and 
later in New Jersey, in areas characterized by de facto 
segregation. I wonder if she ever felt an impulse for sol-
idarity with Black people rather than fear.

My grandpa’s story is an incomplete one — he told it to 
me when I was a child, about a moment his mother expe-
rienced before he was even born. Possibly I’m even mis-
remembering the version of the story he told me. I wish 
I could go back and understand why my great-grand-
mother screamed, if indeed she did at all, and what 
the Black man felt or understood by her scream. Em-
barrassment? Anger? Fear that my great-grandmother’s 
fear could provoke violence against him? Or did he see 
my great-grandmother’s response as comically igno-
rant? It’s a moment with many perspectives, each lost in 
an unrecoverable past. 

But reading the Yiddish literary and journalistic sources 
that do exist from this moment helps me to understand 
what my great-grandmother might have felt.  Perhaps 
more importantly, it helps me to understand the radical 
possibilities of that moment of encounter and to imag-
ine a future in which solidarity, rather than fear, might 
someday be achieved.

Jessica Kirzane is the assistant instructional professor of 
Yiddish at the University of Chicago and editor-in-chief of In 
geveb: A Journal of Yiddish Studies.

June 4 | 6:30 p.m.

Trans & Non-Binary Pride Shabbat

Celebrate Trans & Non-Binary Pride Shabbat with 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah and Jericho Vin-
cent, a post-ultra-Orthodox genderqueer Jew.

View the livestream at https://cbst.org/livestream

June 6 | 1:00 p.m.

Memorial Tribute to Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills will hold a virtual 
Memorial Tribute to its founding rabbi, Rabbi Fabi-
an Schonfeld, who passed away in  December 2020. 
Schonfeld built Kew Gardens Hills into a center of 
Orthodox Jewish life and founded the Vaad Hara-
bonim of Queens. Rabbi Mordecai Willig will be the 
keynote speaker.

View it at https://bit.ly/3g54P8l

June 10 | 1:00 p.m.

Jewish Anarchist Women 1920-1950: The Politics 
of Sexuality

Elaine Leeder, retired dean and professor at Sono-
ma State University, will discuss eight Jewish women 
who identified as anarchists, active during the 1920s 
to 1950s. Through analysis of in-depth interviews, 
Leeder explores the complete sexual freedom that 
these women sought at a time when conventionali-
ty and conformity was the norm.

Register at https://yivo.org/Jewish-Anarchist-Women

Do you have an event coming up? Submit 
your events online at www.jewishweek.
timesofisrael.com/contact/submit-an-event
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